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Dear Village Life Readers,
At this very difficult time, this issue contains some useful information about Coronavirus
and our community’s response to help each other. We also include some uplifting news,
and hope this will bring some cheer to all. Please do not hesitate to make use of any of

Coronavirus Information
COVID 19

How can I try to stay well?
Wash hands for about 20 seconds with soap and hot water or use a sanitiser gel
Use a tissue for coughs and sneezes
If you don’t have a tissue use your sleeve
Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands
Avoid close contact with people who are unwell

What are the symptoms - and what should I do if I feel unwell?
Fever and Tiredness
Continuous Cough
Breathing difficulties
If you or someone you live with has a ‘new, continuous’ cough or high
temperature you should all stay at home for 14 days
Stay at least three steps away from other people in your home if possible
If your symptoms get worse or are no better after seven days seek medical
advice
Go online to 111.nhs.uk or call 111.
DO NOT go to a GP, pharmacy or hospital
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Bibury Parish Council - COVID 19 Response
Bibury Parish Council in association with Bibury & Barnsley Anglican Church,
Bibury Baptist Church and The Barnsley Village Chair are working round the clock
to co-ordinate a community wide response to the current public health crisis due to
Coronavirus.
This is what we are doing now:
1.
For those who are self-isolating, infected with the Coronavirus or about
self-isolate, we are here to help you in anyway we can.

to

That means, help with:
Shopping ● Cooking Meals ● Collecting & Delivering Prescriptions
Dog Walking ● GP & Hospital Appointments
2.

For those in the community that are currently healthy we need your
help.

That means, we need volunteers to:
Shop ● Cook ● Collect Prescriptions ● Dog Walking ● Administration
An ‘Emergency Fund’ has already been set up to provide emergency financial
support for the above and is seeking donations.
As a matter of urgency please contact the Community Response Team
either with your immediate needs or offers to help:
Email:

biburyhelp@btinternet.com

Telephone: 01285 740300 (Bibury Post Office)
Mobile:

07846 041753
ACT NOW, TOGETHER WE ARE STRONG

the services offered if you are struggling in any way. The VL Panel
POST OFFICE
Opening Hours Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.45pm (5pm in summer)
Saturday 10.00am-11.30am. The shop is open everyday including Sunday.
Bibury Post Office will remain open during the corona crisis, subject to government advice. Royal
Mail will continue to provide a service. Contingency plans may come into force as the crisis
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develops. The virus does not survive for long on post or parcels. However, the advice is to wash
hands after handling post and parcels.
Post men and women will adhere to the ‘two metre distance rule’. If you receive a Signed For or
Special Delivery the post man or woman will log your details and this will act as your signature.
Parcels that will not fit through your letterbox will be left on the doorstep if you’re in. If not a card
will be left advising that the parcel has been taken to Bibury PO or the sorting office at Love Lane.
If you would like the Post Office to hold your post please ask the Post man or woman to deliver to
Bibury Post Office. We will hold your post until you are ready to collect it.
We will stock a limited selection of canned food, fire lighters, and sundry items during the crisis.
We might even have loo roll.
Electric Pre-Paid Meters
If you cannot leave the house and are becoming low on electricity please call and we will arrange
for your key to be picked up, topped up and given back to you. If you have no cash the Help Fund
will assist.

The Trout Farm
Open for business, 8am to 4pm each day.
Newspaper deliveries as per normal. All the essentials available from our shop - milk, eggs, bread,
butter, trout, wine etc. We can put groceries aside for you - or home delivery available on request.
We are here to help during this difficult time, do call us on 01285 740215.

BIBURY, BARNSLEY AND WINSON CHURCHES
Bibury Vicarage, Gloucestershire, GL7 5NT
Tim.hastie-smith@hotmail.com 01285 740301
April 2020
Dear Friends,
The Church may be closed for public services, but there are no restrictions have been imposed on love,
compassion, generosity, kindness, thoughtfulness, patience, and gentleness. May the Joint Community
response to this crisis prove that, and may the Church rediscover its role in serving the whole community.
We won’t be live streaming any services, as there is already a super abundance available on social media.
Instead we will seek to serve our villages and remain open for prayer at all time.
There is a prayer tree in St Mary’s Bibury and I will check it daily and promise to intercede with those
prayers. St Mary’s will also remain open for 24 hours a day throughout this crisis, and a candle of hope
will burn throughout.
You are welcome to use our churches in Bibury, Barnsley and Winson, as a place to pray and reflect at any
time, and I shall be conducting a private service in each, every Sunday, on behalf of the community. As
well as on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Compline is also being said daily in St Mary’s Barnsley.
And it goes without saying that I am available to you at any time. We are facing a long journey together.
Just drop me an email or give me a ring.
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For Easter I am planning two things which will comply with all social (I prefer spatial as we don’t want to
separate socially) distancing. The first is that on Maundy Thursday 9th April I will set up the Easter
Garden inside the Church and anyone is welcome to come into church throughout the day to plant a couple
of flowers in our flower beds, so beautifully made by Pete Ronson last year. If someone is doing so when
you arrive, obviously we would ask you to wait until they have finished and vacated the area.
On Easter Sunday, the Easter Bunny will call at all three churches where chocolate can be found to give to
neighbours (and possibly children young and old with a sweet tooth). Feel free to drop in and to say a
prayer as well.
From a practical point of view the Pop Up Antiques and Collectables will continue in St Mary’s Bibury, so
do come and have a browse and pay what you can for some lovely items which are refreshed every day.
(Profits all go to work the children and young people of the village)
Books, puzzles, DVDS games and toys will also continue be available 24/7. Feel free to donate/swap/buy.
There is also a book and DVD exchange at Arlington Baptist Church if you can’t find what you want at St
Mary’s.
Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals: As you will be aware, numbers at all three ceremonies are being
drastically reduced to comply with sensible spatial distancing guidelines. Do get in touch if you have any
concerns. The guidelines are changing daily at present, and many are either postponing, or arranging a small
church ceremony to be followed by a larger celebration at a future date (equally true for weddings and
funerals!).
Dear Friends, we are facing the unknown and the worst is almost certainly yet to come. It is the current
uncertainty that is agony, and the current popularity on Netflix of the 2011 film Contagion, with the strap
line ‘Nothing Spreads like Fear’ rather underlines that ongoing wearying anxiety felt by so many. So let me
leave you with the famous words of Minnie Louise Haskins, quoted by King George VI in his Christmas
Broadcast in 1939 in the early days of the Second World War. The period often referred to as the Phony
War.
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’
And he replied: ‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light, and safer than a known way.’
Every blessing
Tim
ARLINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH
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How are we responding to Corona virus?
Only you will know as individuals how you are responding, but as information changes daily I can only
share how we as Christians are responding.
Here at Arlington Baptist Church we are not throwing sense to the wind or ignoring advice and the
communion cup does not contain a special power to prevent germs being transmitted. But we are nonanxious, and this comes from the peace of knowing and trusting Christ.
Many communities will feel the impact if more stringent restrictions on travel and gathering are placed in
coming weeks and months. As I write the schools are still open but when they close it will affect parents
being able to work. We have already experienced panic buying, hygiene and food shortages occur and talk
of rationing has started.
As Christians we put all our hope and trust in everlasting life as promised by following Jesus and believing
in him, this gives us a peace in all situations.
We should not be careless or aid the spread of the virus, but we should think of our motivation. Are we
formed by fear of what might be, or fuelled by hope of who God is and what He can do? I would like to
speak peace to the panic buyers of anti-bacterial gel and toilet rolls.
The bible tells of pestilence and fire in the end times, we have seen the news of the Australian bush fires this
year and now the deadly pestilence has enveloped the world.
The predictions are not the message here, it is our response to them that is important. Jesus during his
public ministry spent a great deal of time with those who were ill, Jesus understands all the fears and worries
that we have. Jesus understands us, not only because he is divine and understands all things but because he
is human and experienced all things.
Go to him in prayer. And trust that he hears you and is with you.
Trust in our prayers, too. We will move through this together, with God’s help.
Please look out for one another and if anyone needs help collecting prescriptions, buying food and supplies
or even if you are lonely and feel like a chat please contact any member of the Baptist Church we will be
happy to help or email abcarlington@gmail.com
www.arlingtonbaptist.org.uk
During this time we will not be open for services but hope to resume our Book/DVD/Jigsaw swap on a
Wednesday afternoon / evening please look out on our notice board on the roadside for details.
BIBURY VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
Like so many other organisations affected by the present Coronavirus crisis, we have decided to
close the hall for all bookings, except for official requests for the foreseeable future. This will
mean that many forthcoming events in the Hall will not take place The cancellation will include
the Bibury Open Gardens at the end of May and the Rural Cinema for April and May. We will
hope to open the hall again for bookings in September when the rural cinema will restart and
hopefully, if we all do our part life, we will have returned to normal and wouldn’t it be lovely to be
able to meet in the hall in September as usual for the Harvest Supper. Let us all safeguard each
other to minimise the effects of this virus on our community so we can get back to normal as soon
as possible.
We have also decided reluctantly that the the Bibury Show will not take place on the 18th July but
keep on gardening, creating and photographing in the meantime – anything you make or
photograph can be entered at next year’s show and if you are planning to grow things for the show
– go ahead you can always eat the fruit and vegetables and enjoy the flowers and plants.
And finally, the Village Hall has several boxes of books that we were intending to sort through and
then donate to Oxfam or one of the charity shops. They are on an enormous variety of subjects –
let us know if you are short of reading material. We have fiction, non-fiction, thrillers, diet books,
biographies, cookery and craft books – just let us know and we will try and find you something
suitable from the boxes and get it to you somehow. There will be no charge –just contact either
myself Wendy Challinor on740021 or Angela Alderton 740241.
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ROUND AND ABOUT
Somehow with the Covid 19 virus dominating the headlines, it seems inevitable that we would
begin with a death announcement. Christine Charlton, who used to live in Arlington Row died in
March. Christine led an interesting and varied life and whilst living in the village Christine became
involved with the W.I., local auctions and book clubs. Christine faced her debilitating progressive
illness with both fortitude and humour – loving to speak of her family and grandchild Billie.
Everyone spoke of her with such warmth and affection. Our condolences to her son Gareth and
his family and all her friends.
On a more positive note, we were very happy to hear that Enid Baldwin is now home from
Gloucester Hospital after her accident in Cirencester some weeks ago. Enid has helped very
much in the past with collating and distributing Village Life.
We were also delighted to hear that Freddie Walker of Arlington fields won his class prize during
World Book Day , for his decorated potato, of his favourite character n the BFG. He will be
choosing a book from Octavia’s (and having a treat of hot chocolate and nibbles!) - well done
Freddie! Do send us any more good or interesting news so we can all keep in touch.
ARLINGTON BOOKCLUB
During this virus pandemic we will suspend the bookclub meetings, but as we will have more time to read
and will continue to recommend a book each month and if any one would like to write a review via Village
Life, please do so. We have just read “The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry”by Rachael Joyce which has
been a joy to read, flowing well and a very unlikely but entertaining story, reflection of an ordinary life
turned upside down on a whim.
Last month we read “Beneath a Scarlet Sky” by Mark Sullivan which we all agreed was an amazing book
based on a true life story during the second world war and we would highly recommend this read to
everyone.
Next month the selection is “The Garden of Lost and Found” by Harriet Evans
BIBURY CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL - Sharing a passion for excellence!
Four children from Bibury joined 5 from North Cerney, to enter the South Cotswold Panathlon last
week. A Panathlon is a multi-discipline sports event for children who - for a variety of reasons may find it harder to access certain areas of school life, including possibly sport.
The event is held at Cirencester College and involves teams from up to 10 local primary schools
all having a go at a variety of events including accuracy and speed challenges.
We didn't win this year (we have twice in the past!) but all the children who took part received a tshirt, a certificate and a very impressive medal. Better still they were able to develop their skills
and grow in self confidence as they interacted with others in a challenging but supportive
environment. Congratulations to all the children who took part and our thanks to St James Place
for their sponsorship of the event and Cirencester College, and their amazing young sports
leaders, who ran the event.
There were lots of changes to the World Day of Prayer this year, not least of which was the name
change and the fact that it is now no longer Women's World day of Prayer.
Another change was that the children from Bibury School were invited to take part in the Friday
afternoon service. Children lit candles and read at the start of the service and the whole school
also sang a very bubbly song, aptly called "The Bubbling Pool at Bethesda."!
As the service progressed, the children learnt about life for women in Zimbabwe, the featured
country for this year.
Suki Pascoe, Head Teacher 01285 740268 admin@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk www.bibury.gloucs.sch.uk
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THE OLD MAN OF THE PIKE
Well here we are again before I should have been writing. Things are not normal at the moment, I have been
told by Boris to self isolate for 12 weeks (one gone already) because of Coronavirus. Just because one
Chinaman did not check the sell by date or best by date on some obscure exotic animal meat, he has caused
The World to shut down and causing more havoc than ALL the previous Dictators in history. Hitler did not
do the things that are happening now - churches, schools and pubs were not closed. Families could keep in
contact and you could get a lot of things even if they were rationed and it has all happened so quickly. I
have still kept the work on The Ark going even though the weather is improving with the Spring. I hope
that The British Courage & Guts comes through it all and we try and do what we are asked to do by those in
power.
In these times there is help needed all around and if we all can do something to help it will be great. Please
keep a check on your neighbours just in case they have fallen foul of the lurgy. Many thanks to The Trout
Farm for their offer of help after such a short time of being there. I think most people will have noticed the
absences of visitors and their money in the village and as much as we may hate it money is the Life Blood of
any community. I do hope that we all pull through this together and we do not lose any lives, jobs and
businesses till it has cleared up. I am sure the World will not be the same again after.
Till the next time I am locking myself away in my Man Cave in the inner reaches of Arlington and trying to
keep myself fit and busy. What a state to get into, let us hope it is not for long. Neil
READY TOKEN REWILDING
We are experiencing the joy of seeing a pair of barn owls majestically flying over the uncut borders of our
fields regularly - as they listen for their unsuspecting field vole prey beneath them. They have arrived
recently of their own accord not long after installing two owl boxes in our outbuilding (thanks to the
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust). Uncut borders all year round create the perfect habitat for the owls food
source- and the wider ecosystem too. We have everything crossed for some little owlets in Spring. If you
have any uplifting wildlife or gardening stories, please share with Village Life!
HEAVENS ABOVE
On April 8th there will be a ’pink’ full moon. It won’t be that colour, it is called it by Native
Americans who associate it with springs first pink flowers and they would celebrate it as being ‘in
the pink’. The Sun will then take control by the 20th making things more grounded and most will
just want creative comforts and peace and quiet. On the 25th Pluto hits us by giving us the
chance to succeed in long term plans and with Uranus meeting up with the sun – well some will let
their hair down!
A Real April Day
April for Rainbows
And April for Showers
April for a hint
Of lovely May Flowers
April for nonsense
And April for play
Best of All times
Is a real April Day

April Moods
April changes her sweet mind
Ever other second
With her many moods and minds
Nothing can I reckon
I always carry an umbrella
It serves for rain and sun
I take my boots
And out I go
To share April’s Fun!

JUST A THOUGHT
At the time of writing everything seems to be in a state of unease and uncertainty with people
worrying about the future, but it is worth remembering that we are very fortunate - we live in a
small community with a strong community spirit and lots of people and small local businesses
willing to help others in time of need. We are surrounded by beautiful countryside and we are on
the verge of spring, with lovely flowers beginning to fill the gardens and hedgerows with blossoms
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and new green leaves. So keep supporting your local businesses rather than do everything on
line so we can keep the small businesses going.
We are lucky and should take time to concentrate of the positive rather than dwell on the negative.
Do 3 things each day – Start each day being thankful about some aspect of your life –family,
friends, the beauty of the morning sunshine or….
During the day – reflect on something that has made you feel positive – some act of kindness you
have received, a cheery smile, a letter from friend….
At the end of the day, not only reflect on something positive that has happened during the day but
plan to achieve something positive tomorrow – clear a cupboard, weed a border, read a book, call
a friend or plan some act of kindness for someone else.
From the Panel – Calling all children and those young at heart!
Over the next few months we will need some cheering up – so what about sending us your
favourite joke – recount a humorous story or overheard remark made by a child – anything that we
could use to help fill a page - and to start us off – these were the winning limericks at last year’s
Bibury Show:A young lady bought flowers from Toomers
Which began some ridculous rumours
She watered at night
Which didn’t seem right
But everyone admired her bloomers

The Bibury Hall has a show
Where all of the villagers go
They put on display
Their best of the day
And the winner goes home with the dough

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the most intelligent, but the one most responsive to
change. - Charles Darwin
FROM FURTHER AFIELD
The Soroptimist Club of Cirencester and District invites applications from local charities and individuals for
small grants, to its charity The Dorothy Minnis Trust (registered charity number 281078). Application
forms and further information are available on the club website:
www.sigbi.org/cirencester/dorothy-minnis-trust
Applications can be made at any time however, the deadline for consideration at the next Trustee meeting is
5th July 2020. Barbara Banks, SI Cirencester and District

VILLAGE LIFE PANEL
Treasurer: Mr Roger King, 8 Pike Villas, The Pike, Arlington, Bibury
740510
Secretary: Mrs Wendy Challinor, Chestnut Grove, Arlington, Bibury
740021
Mr Neil Harvey: Technical Director, 2 Meadowlands, The Pike, Arlington
740295
Mr Chris Dunn, Four winds , Ablington
740823
Mrs Sarah French, 11 Arlington Fields, Bibury
740698
Mrs Tabitha Mayall, Ready Token House, Ready Token
740120
Mrs Claire McDermott, 5 Aldsworth Road, Bibury
740190
Mrs Sarah Smith, 7 Arlington Fields, Arlington
740214
Please note: If you wish to put an article or advert in ‘Village Life’ magazine it should be sent to
biburyvillagelife@hotmail.com by the 20th of the preceding month.

PLUMBING & HEATING
Bibury Plumbing & Heating . All plumbing, oil and gas heating problems solved by fully qualified
and registered engineers. No jobs too small. 01285706369 – 07428 122385 biburyplumbingheating@outlook.com.
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