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VILLAGE LIFE
DATES FOR THE DIARY
December
Saturday
Weds
Friday
Monday
Weds
Weds
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Thursday
Tuesday
January
Thursday
Weds

7th
11th
13th
16th
18th
18th
20th
21st
22nd
22nd
26th
31st
16th
22nd
22nd

ISSUE 443
Music night at Football Club in aid of Bibury School PTA
Pop-Up Lunch Christmas Special - Carols, Fun & Games,
School Rooms, Arlington Baptist Church, Arlington Green
Singing for Syrians at St Mary’s Church, Bibury
AFC Bingo night - eyes down 7.45pm
Bibury & Barnsley WI social afternoon, Bibury Village Hall
Carols with the Salvation Army Band - see notice overleaf
DEADLINE FOR VILLAGE LIFE JANUARY SUBMISSIONS
AFC in-house prize draw
ABC Carols By Candlelight
AFC Grand Christmas Prize Draw
Annual Duck Race, Bibury
AFC New Year’s Eve Party

7pm
12.15pm

Bibury Village Hall AGM
ABC Book Club & Cafe morning in Baptist Church
Community room
Pop up soup lunch in Baptist Church

7.30pm
11am

VILLAGE LIFE PANEL
Treasurer: Mr Roger King, 8 Pike Villas, The Pike, Arlington, Bibury
Secretary: Mrs Wendy Challinor, Chestnut Grove, Arlington, Bibury
Mr Neil Harvey: Technical Director, 2 Meadowlands, The Pike, Arlington
Mr Chris Dunn, Four winds , Ablington
Mrs Sarah French, 11 Arlington Fields, Bibury
Mrs Tabitha Mayall, Ready Token House, Ready Token
Mrs Claire McDermott, 5 Aldsworth Road, Bibury
Mrs Sarah Smith, 7 Arlington Fields, Arlington

6.30pm
7.30pm
2.15pm
Various
4pm
2.30pm
11am
7.30pm

12.30pm

740510
740021
740295
740823
740698
740120
740190
740214

Please note: If you wish to put an article or advert in ‘Village Life’ magazine it should be sent to
biburyvillagelife@hotmail.com by the 20th of the preceding month.

BIBURY, BARNSLEY AND WINSON CHURCHES
Bibury Vicarage, Gloucestershire, GL7 5NT
December 2019

Tim.hastie-smith@hotmail.com

01285 740301

Dear Friends,
Very occasionally one of my Village Life letters elicits an interesting response, and this month,
instead of writing my own letter, I would like to commend to you, the fascinating article written by
Father Felix, my friend and neighbour.
I would also like to invite you to come and celebrate God’s gift of love (Christmas) at one of the
many opportunities listed below.
With every blessing for a very happy Christmas Season

Tim

Father Felix writes:
As a Benedictine Monk/Priest and Catholic chaplain at Williamstrip Chapel in Coln St Aldwyns it
behoves me not to get involved in a discussion as to the direction of the Church of England.
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The 10 yearly British Social Attitudes has indeed shown a fast moving decline: the number of
Christians is down from 66% in 1983 when Thatcherism was at its height after the Falklands war,
to 38% today; identified members of the Church of England are down from 40% in 1983 to 22%
in 2008 and 12% in 2018; my own minority denomination in the same period is down from 10%
to 7%. Non denominational Christians are up from 3% to 13% for the same period. Go to any
rural Anglican church for an 8 a.m. Sunday (Prayer Book) Matins or Eucharist, as I have done on
many occasions, and the numbers present a self-fulfilling actuality of decline.
There are a myriad of issues to be taken apart here but I want to address only one issue here:
‘The Church of England as by law Established’ and to suggest that the very last thing that should
take place is Disestablishment. And, by the by, I say this as an outsider looking in and it so
happens, by chance, that I write this while awaiting the Guy Fawkes bonfire outside my cottage in
the Bibury Square. Tradition, symbolism, the Church of England at work, English culture, and an
annual gathering of the local community for a November evening as we await the week of
Remembrance.
For me the Church of England is at the heart of our raison d’etre as a country. A bulwark. A
steady hand. A balancing act in a diﬃcult and fast changing world. History has defined us and
we should embrace not fight it. The Church of England and the vibrant and quite healthy
development of the Roman Catholic community provide an English rock-like foundation.
Together they might and should be able to contribute to ‘the continuing hunger for God and an
appetite for spirituality’ which for ever lies deep in the heart of human kind. It is not an inevitable
and permanent decline that we are witnessing. What history shows is that what goes around
comes round again and again. We owe it to future generations to be ready for that re-emergence
in both our churches.
Rev J Felix Stephens OSB

11 November 19
Further Dates for the Diary

Service
Schedule

December 2019
Bibury

Sunday 1st
Advent Sunday

Sunday 8th
Advent 2

Friday 13th

Barnsley

11.00am
CW Communion

6.00pm
Advent carols and
readings

Modern language communion service

11.00am
CW Communion

Sunday 22nd
Advent 4

9.30am
BCP Communion
Prayer Book
Holy Communion

9.30am
BCP Communion

Singing for Syrians Concert

Sunday 15th
Advent 3
Wednesday 18th

Winson

11am
Morning Prayer

9.30am
Morning Prayer

3.00pm
Carol service

6.00pm
Carol Service

2.15 pm
Bibury School Carol Service
All welcome

9.30am
CW Holy Communion
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Tuesday 24th
Christmas Eve

Wednesday 25th
Christmas Day

5.00pm
Crib Service
11.30pm
Midnight Mass
11.15am
Christmas Family Communion

10.15am
CW Communion

Sunday 29th

Sunday 5th Jan
Epiphany
Contacts:
Churchwardens

9.15am
BCP Communion

11.00am
United Service- Pick
your own carols
11.00am
CW Communion
Jackie Colburn
01451 860212

9.30am
BCP Communion

Elizabeth Gledhill
01285 740836
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Lavinia Sidgwick
01285 720682

ARLINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH
Christmas Wreath will adorn many front doors in Bibury Parish this year as always, and
beautiful they look too, some bought from local markets, some from Harrods and some homemade, all look superb and Christmassy but when did this tradition start and why?
The word "wreath" comes from the Old English "writhan" meaning "to twist" and over the
centuries, wreaths have been associated with a variety of cultures.
In the Persian Empire, ancient Egypt, and ancient Greece they were used as a sign of power or
authority worn as a headdress. Wreaths were also hung on doors and are believed to have been
signs of victory.
Christmas wreaths are also connected with the pagan holiday of Yule, marking the winter solstice.
The wreaths used during Yule were meant to symbolize nature and the promise of spring. They
held candles that were lit in hopes of the return of the warmth and the sunlight.
In our village the use of wreaths comes in connection with Christmas and with Christianity, as
their circular shape is said to symbolize eternal life and the unending love of God. In the 16th
century, the use of wreaths during Yule was adopted by Christians and became a custom in the
form of Advent wreaths. These wreaths were traditionally made of evergreens, which also
symbolize eternal life, holly oak, and red berries. The red berries and the thorny leaves of the
holly oak represented the crown of thorns worn by Jesus and the drops of blood that they drew.
For some people, Christmas wreaths are not meant to be religious symbols but rather are strictly
for decoration. Today, a wreath that's hanging on the doors in Bibury at Christmas may symbolize
the invitation of Jesus into one's home, or it may be inviting the spirit of Christmas into the home
along with good luck.
Whether you are a Christian or not, Goodwill at Christmas is all around us and we revel in the
warm glow of feeling this brings. This year at the chapel we are holding Carols by Candlelight on
Sunday 22nd Dec. What better way is there than this to kick start your Christmas week? The
chapel is a pretty traditional Cotswold stone building and when decorated and bathed in
candlelight is truly atmospheric, plus it benefits from a modern heating system! You are most
welcome to join this popular evening to enhance your festivities and join us for free refreshments
afterwards in the community rooms.
Sunday services at 10.30am 1st Advent Service, 8th Celebration Service, 15th Advent Service,
29th Reflection Service.
BIBURY CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
Sharing a passion for excellence!
November Village Life
As always, the children took an active part in Remembrance activities, both in school and church.
Poppies were sold in school and Tim led Friday Worship about remembrance.
On Remembrance Sunday, Head Girl Olivia and Head Boy Cristian took part in a starkly simple –
but very moving – ceremony at Barnsley. Along with representatives from other groups and
communities, they laid a wreath on behalf of the school at the War Memorial. They executed
their duties perfectly and all there were very proud of them.
Later, they were joined by Tom and Alfie in acting as door stewards for the Bibury service,
welcoming the congregation and giving out service sheets.
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The school also played a part in the service with the children singing beautifully and reminding
the congregation that they will not forget the sacrifice made by those who had gone before them.
Olivia also read the New Testament reading and Mrs Dearsley a poem by the Gloucestershire
poet, Ivor Gurney.
The traditional Remembrance Service has many parts that are diﬃcult for children to understand
but many people complimented the children afterwards on their involvement and behaviour
during the service.
Suki Pascoe, Head Teacher ‘*Great Oaks from little acorns grow*’ Bibury C of E Primary
School * Tel: 01285 740268 * E-mail: admin@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk *for more information
take a look at our website: www.bibury.gloucs.sch.uk or come and visit us.
Bibury PTA can be contacted directly on ptabibury@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk
BIBURY PTA
Congratulations to our first monthly draw winner in our new 200 club - Mr A Baines!
We hope you enjoy your family day out at Lego Discovery Centre. We do still have some numbers
to buy - just £10 each - please contact the school to purchase. Money raised helps to support
the school with new IT equipment and school trips amongst many other things.
BIBURY AFC
Your Local Football & Community Social Club
FOOTBALL UPDATE: The wet weather has caused havoc with the local football in recent weeks,
with lots of games called oﬀ and alongside a spate of injuries to our key players, also not helping.
Our away game at Abbeymeads was called oﬀ due to a waterlogged pitch, then, with the players
digging deep, followed a 2-2 draw at home to Smith’s Barometric, with Kane Outram and
Chalmers Phin on the score sheet for Bibury. Next up was a 5-3 defeat away to Barnwood
United with Archie Day, Charlie Ingram & Lee Rhodes with the Bibury goals.
This was followed by a much needed win at home to Broadwell Amateurs on Saturday 16th
November, with both Teams observing a minute’s silence to pay tribute to and in memory of our
much loved & respected Bibury Ladies Skittles Team Captain Kym Turner. The Lads played with
pride & passion, 4-3 the final score, with two goals for midfielder Charlie Ingram and a goal each
for Alex Harding & Chalmers Phin, leaving Bibury AFC 9th in the GNSL League. By the time you
read our update, we will have hopefully progressed into the Qtr Finals of the County Cup and
would love to see more local supporters to cheer us on in our forthcoming matches.
EVENT UPDATE: Our forthcoming December Music Night with the popular ‘Pavo, the Human
Jukebox’, is on Saturday 7th December from 8pm, doors open at 7pm. Admission is FREE,
however, all entry donations kindly received on the door will be donated to Bibury C of E Primary
School PTA.
Our Fish & Chip Fridays will still be running bi-weekly right throughout the month of December
(Friday 13th & 27th). Everyone is welcome to order & eat in at the Club, with all condiments
provided. Please continue to check our Facebook page and flyers for future dates.
Don’t forget our hugely popular monthly Bingo night on Monday 16th December, eyes down at
7.45pm sharp with great prizes to be won!
Join us at the Club to celebrate New Year’s Eve with Live Music, food & fun! Doors open at
7.30pm with a complimentary shuttle bus running between village locations (more information to
follow). Tickets are available on a first come, first served basis at £20pp, available from the
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Clubhouse, Ricardo, Wendy, Tracey, Jane & Ali. But remember...dress to impress (formal dress
code)!
CHRISTMAS PRIZE DRAWS: The in-house Draw will take place on Saturday 21st December with
the Grand Christmas Prize draw (Includes Cash Prizes, local meal vouchers plus more) taking
place at 2.30pm on Sunday 22nd December. All tickets are available from the Clubhouse or
contact Helen.
Thank you for your continued support & for all updates, please follow us on Facebook @
Bibury FC
BIBURY VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
December is a quiet month for the committee as we recover from our hectic run up to the
Christmas Fayre (held on the 30th November) and with no Rural Cinema this month.
January sees our AGM to which you are all invited.
It will be held on Thursday 16th January at 7:30pm in the Hall. This is usually a brief meeting
but it is your chance not only to meet the new committee for 2020 but to give us your views and
ideas on how we could improve the running of hall. For those who do not know the Management
committee is made up of people nominated by village organisations, users of the hall and coopted members. If interested in helping then do come along and learn about what we do as we
try to provide a focal point for activities for villagers of all ages. Ideas are always welcome.
Can we just remind users of the Hall that the Caretakers garden is not part of the hire and that it
should only be uses as one of the emergency exits to the hall. The committee have also decided
to ask hirers to take away any rubbish they have generated during their hire.
And finally - A Very Merry Christmas to you all!
COLN CRAFTERS
Next meeting will be held on the 12th December at Wendy Williams' house in Barnsley as the Hall
will be used as a polling station on that day. Come and join us to escape from the election and
the busy run up to Christmas for a couple of hours between 2 and 4pm and do something
creative!
We will be discussing whether or not to change the day of our meeting in the new year to take up
the slot left by the WI going into suspension i.e. the Third Wednesday of each month, in the hope
that we might encourage more people to come - even if only for cuppa and a chat whilst some of
us craft! The Hall is big enough to host crafting tables as well as sitting and chatting tables?
What do you think?
BIBURY PARISH COUNCIL
Arlington Green is now oﬃcially registered with the Land Registry Department; it was previously
registered as a Village Green under the Commons Registration Act 1965, by the Parish Council in
August 1972.
Memorial Bench – if you would like to sponsor or part sponsor a new bench then please contact
The Clerk clerk@biburyparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Following the Public Meeting, the County Council are keen to assist with the issues raised, a
copy of the summary of the meeting has been sent to them and the Parish Council plan to meet
with the relevant senior oﬃcers from the County Council to investigate measures that can be
taken. In the meantime, several Members have attended a ‘Decrease Speed / Increase Road
Safety Event’; in which it is hoped that some useful initiatives can also be implemented to tackle
the issues locally. The Council is writing to APCOA to request further parking enforcement, which
was a key measure to come from the public meeting. Finally, the Council will also be writing to
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the Tour Operators in the hope that we can persuade some of those who only have a short stop
over – to miss out Bibury from their itineraries.
The Council has agreed to purchase a Hanna Meter to test the water in the Coln River – as part of
an agreed plan to monitor the health of the river.
Finally, the Parish Council wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year.
BIBURY CRICKET CLUB
Everyone connected with Bibury CC was devastated to hear the very sad news of the sudden
passing of club stalwart Kym Turner . Kym has been a massive contributor to the activities at the
club over many years; organising and directing the spring clean, huge input to the annual duck
race and amongst many other things, serving as a really excellent club treasurer in recent years.
We will certainly miss her involvement, but most of all we will miss her as a person and her
presence at all club events. RIP Kym and thanks for everything you did for us.
It will be tough doing the duck race this year without her but it will go ahead on boxing day as
normal with ducks oﬀ around 11.00 am . The £1 yellow duck tickets are available from club
members, various outlets in the village and of course on the day . The £10 charity duck tickets
can be reserved via committee members or Terry Day or again, available on the day. We wish
everyone a great Christmas and we hope to see you on the banks of the Coln on Boxing Day.
Leslie Smith
BIBURY WITH BARNSLEY WI
Our WI AGM took place on November 20th in Bibury Village Hall when members enjoyed coﬀee
and biscuits while chatting together before the business began. Our Centenary bunting was
displayed in the hall again for members to enjoy. There was a lot to celebrate as we had enjoyed
another busy year; members had worked together to support village events particularly the first
Bibury Literary Festival when our WI was responsible for providing all the catering. Liz warmly
thanked all the members for their contribution in making it a successful and enjoyable year. The
Committee had worked together very well to keep the WI going and Liz thanked Norma, Elaine,
Rosemary and Virginia for all their help and support. Liz reminded everyone that we all have a lot
to be proud of in being part of a WI that has been part of Bibury village life for 102 years. We all
have lots of good memories. Before Liz vacated the Chair, she was thanked for all she had done
as President.
Maggie Vinson, our WI Adviser then led the proceedings which culminated in the WI being
suspended. The proceedings came to a close after members had joined together in singing
Jerusalem followed by the National Anthem. Then we all car shared to go to the Falcon Inn in
Poulton where we enjoyed an excellent lunch to celebrate our WI.
On the 18th December at 2.15pm in the Village Hall there will be an opportunity for anyone
associated with Bibury with Barnsley WI in the past or now in the present to come along
and enjoy mulled wine and mince pies together. This will be a social afternoon to celebrate
the WI and to enjoy getting together with friends at the start of the festive season.
Liz Franklin
THE OLD MAN OF THE PIKE
Is it just me, am I getting or got too old to keep up with day to day life on television. It seems at
the moment that all the programmes are about Brexit and the General Election and all the Adverts
are pushing Christmas for all its worth. Roll on The New Year. Now That I have got that oﬀ my
chest may I wish all the readers a very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.
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The weather has been a bit wet recently but here in Bibury and District we have been luckier than
other parts of the country. One of the advantages of living in the Cotswold Hills, we do not have
that much level ground and only still small flood plains. Even so we still seem to want to build
houses on them, so can you wonder that if it rains heavy they have a greater chance of flooding.
When will we learn? We had our first dusting of snow of the winter, let us hope that it was not a
precursor of what is to follow. If we do have so very cold weather could I ask that you keep an
eye open on your neighbours and ask if you can do anything for them. It is surprising that a small
thing can make life so much easier. Thank you.
Once again seasonal greetings to you all and do not over indulge.
THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
May you never be too grown up to search the skies on Christmas Eve. - Anon.
COVER SKETCH
This month’s drawing is by Chloe Smith from Arlington - thank you for such a lovely Christmassy
scene.
BARNSLEY NEWS
A new arrival at Church Farm Barnsley!
Austin and Ellie are pleased to announce their new arrival Ralph Thornton Russell, he was born
under the full moon on 13th October 2019 all the family are doing great.
Year out for the Barnsley Village Festival
Unfortunately the decision has been taken to take a year oﬀ from holding the Barnsley Village
Festival in 2020. The main contributors to this hard decision were the sudden loss of Davina
Wynne-Jones whose Herbs for Healing was a big draw for the event along with the fact that
Davina had been a driving force behind the festival’s organisation. In addition the change of
ownership of 'The Little House' in the village and a request from one of the key gardens to have a
year's respite has left some uncertainty around the major attractions. The village will take this
time to ensure that the Festival returns with vigour in 2021.
Barnsley Church - Funds Appeal
The latest Quinquennial Report (a report for churches carried out every five years by an architect
or chartered building surveyor to ensure the fabric of the buildings remain in good repair) has
highlighted various works which are required, the Church has some funds available but at least
£30,000 more is required by Easter 2020. Elizabeth Gledhill will head up the appeal working with
a small committee to raise these funds.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Parking!
I read with dismay the comments on the CDC planning for a parking area in The New Manse
garden. We must not lose our community spirit. We used to park in Norah Hall's drive which had
space for four cars, Norah never had a problem with other people parking there who she knew
would be coming to the Chapel, and the same applies now. How many people who live around
the Arlington Chapel have taken time to visit us and to see what we are trying to do for our
community? Please see it would only be used for a short time on Sunday mornings and once a
month for our 'Pop up Lunches’. Let's try to be a community where we care for our older and
maybe lonely people who need a place to park to meet up. Yours sincerely, Gillian Day
FROM FURTHER AFIELD
THE ARTS SOCIETY COTSWOLDS
December 11th 300 years of Christmas shows at ROH Covent Garden with Sarah Lenton
The London Christmas season was invented 300 years ago at Covent Garden. Although “Panto”
has moved to the Palladium, the basic components of principal boy, fairy tales and the dame are
still seen in the seasonal operas and ballets at the Royal Opera House. Lectures begin at 11.00
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at the Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ. Non-members are welcome (suggested
donation £10). For more information see our website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk
HEAVENS ABOVE
Well the last full moon of the year is on the 12th December, this will be a time of discovery for
many. The new moon on boxing day on the 26th will be an eclipse which is special for new
beginnings.
Mars and Venus team up on the 3rd - that will give energy - so get Christmas shopping! Mars
will be with Neptune on Friday 13th and that will bring good luck to many and exciting things can
happen for some.
SOME THOUGHTS ON CHRISTMAS

The Funniest Face
The funniest face looked out at me
from a silver ball on the Christmas Tree
At first I thought it was Santa's elf
I looked again and it was myself!

Chubby Little Snowman
A chubby little snowman
had a carrot nose
Along came a rabbit
And what do you suppose?
That hungry little rabbit
looking for some lunch
took the snowman's carrot nose
Nibble, nibble, crunch!

The Pine Tree
In summer time my branches
were a place for birds to nest
In autumn my branches were their place
for food and rest,
And now that wintertime is here
I hope to be all glistening bright with
snow flakes
- the little birds’ Christmas tree!

Little Helper
I've been helping out with the cake
and licking out the pan,
wrapping up the packages
as neatly as I can,
I've hung our stocking up
beside the open grate
Now there is nothing more I can do
except to wait and wait and wait.

ROUND AND ABOUT
We hope that last month's snow fall is not going to herald a long winter of cold and snow. Those
older residents may remember the winter of 1981/82 (amongst others) when the snow fell
towards the end of December and remained thick and even for several weeks.
Even the recent wet weather has resulted in some of the more low lying properties being flooded
and Thames Water organising the return of the sewage tankers pumping the overloaded sewer
system along the Street and road works along Church Road.
Several people have had spells in hospital or periods of ill health - we wish all of them all a
speedy return to good health.
We were saddened to hear of the suspension and possible future closure of the Bibury with
Barnsley WI. The WI has existed in Bibury for over a 100 years and became a vital part for many
a village event. The difficulty of finding sufficient people to serve on a committee is sadly a too
common occurrence in many a village or community with people working longer and having more
family commitments as our population ages. Nevertheless it is sad reflection of the changing
nature of our village and community but hopefully its members will find some way to continue as a
social and community group within the village.
And finally may we take this opportunity to wish all our readers a happy and healthy Christmas.
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Bibury Show, 18th July 2020 - get your entries off to a flying start
December's suggestions and tips
Fun for all – A4 picture of an imaginary dinosaur (crayon or felt pen)
For the first time, in addition to Juniors this section is now open to everyone. Entries will
be judged according to the following age groups: 4-7, 8-13 and 14+. So will your dinosaur
be a gentle giant or a fierce fire-breathing one? Whether you are aged 4 or 94, we want you
to let your imaginations run wild!
Photography – Winter
The subject possibilities are endless. Crispy cold? Cosy warm? Wet and windy or something
else entirely? Remember printed photos should be no larger than A5 or 8x6 inches and not
previously entered in the show.
Crafts – A cross-stitch or embroidered bookmark
These dark winter evenings are the perfect time to start your bookmark. Design your own or
buy a kit. Need help or inspiration? Pop along to Coln Crafters, second Thursday of the
month 2-4pm in Bibury Village Hall.
Remember – all classes are open to all ages
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Bibury Football Club
Invites you to an Evening of Live Music
with

Pavo
The Human Jukebox

on

Saturday 7th December 2019
DOORS OPEN 7PM

Live Music 8.00pm All late
FREE ENTRY plus PRIZE DRAW

All entry donaAons kindly received on the door will be donated to
Bibury C of E Primary School PTA

12

BASED IN BIBURY
DESIGN YOUR KITCHEN IN YOUR HOME
15 YEARS OF KITCHEN DESIGN EXPERIENCE
MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE UK
TRULY BESPOKE HANDMADE CABINETRY
COMPETITIVE PRICING
We come to you at every stage of the project from initial consultation, presentation
of designs, survey and finally, the installation of your dream kitchen

Get in touch today & take advantage of our 2019 Promotion:
20% Discount on Cabinetry
FREE Home Design Consultation Worth £300

www.fablekitchens.co.uk

0333 050 2793
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enquiries@fablekitchens.co.uk

CHRISTMAS TREES
FOR SALE
Church Farm,
Barnsley, GL7 5EF
@theTbarn
Finest grade traditional
Christmas trees in ‘Drop’
and ‘Non-drop’ and all
shapes and sizes
Wreaths, Mistletoe and
traditional decorations
07717756935
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