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October
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Monday
Tuesday
Monday
Tuesday

4th
4th
5th
12th
14th
19th
20th
26th

Harvest Festival - St Mary’s Bibury
Harvest Festival - Arlington Baptist Church
Pop Up Teas St Mary’s Bibury
Pop Up Teas St Mary’s Bibury
Bibury Garden Club - Helen Picton from Old Court Nursery
Pop Up Teas St Mary’s Bibury
Quiet Service - Arlington Baptist Church
Pop Up Teas St Mary’s Bibury

Various
10.30am
3pm
3pm
7.15pm
3pm
3pm
3pm

NOVEMBER
Sunday
Monday

1st
2nd

Ignite All Saints Halloween Light party, St Mary’s Bibury
All Souls Holy Communion, St Mary’s Bibury

5-6.30pm
6.15pm
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Bibury Vicarage, Gloucestershire, GL7 5NT
Tim.hastie-smith@hotmail.com

01285 740301

Dear Friends,

This was a particularly difficult letter to get round to as it required a degree of crystal ball
gazing that is well beyond my pay grade. Back in April we were told that another COVID 19
‘spike’ was likely in the autumn but knowing and experiencing the uncertainty, are two very
different things. As I try to plan even a single month ahead, I am constantly nagged by a
voice reminding me that everything is provisional as new regulations are bound to come.
And that is frustrating! Particularly for a control freak like me (honest I am).
I have heard some people saying how much they have enjoyed the leisure of Lockdown
and how good it has been to get back to the simple things of life. Whilst there is truth in
that, it is only half a truth. The other half is the trauma and bereavement of COVID 19 as
millions upon untold millions have seen the death of hopes and dreams. Be it a wedding or
a graduation. So many important life events have been cancelled, postponed, or shrunk to
nothing. Athletes whose Olympic hopes are in tatters, actresses and dancers whose peak
of career opportunity has gone, those retiring from a life time of service via the back door
of ZOOM, those who never got the real experience of university, their first book launch,
their final year at school. Funerals diminished and closure incomplete. Just a few of the
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many bereavements endured this year. A year of hopes and dreams either deferred or
shattered. So how to face this new reality? Partly it is to live in, and for, the moment.
This is the day the Lord has made I shall rejoice and be glad in it.
This is right, of course, and an aspect of mindfulness that all would do well to consider, but
when it slips into the doggerel
Yesterday is history
Tomorrow is mystery
Today is God’s gift which is why we call it the present.
You begin to see the cracks. Because the past and the future are ever with us bisecting at
a moving target called the present, which like the thin hair on an old fashioned wireless
moves inexorably bringing a constant change of experience (actually that metaphor is
heading in a messy direction so don’t follow it too closely!). But the point is, that living in
the moment requires learning from the past and planning for the future. That is called ‘what
humans do’. So perhaps a better way of understanding living in the ‘now’ is this:
Whilst today inevitably involves the meeting of past and future, it is, nevertheless, the
place that we dwell and therefore we should try to learn not just to enjoy it, but to notice it.
So often we are in such a hurry to get to the future or are so bogged down by the past that
we fail to notice the now. We have just had our little grandson to stay, and babies are
brilliant about living in the present. It is a world of now. Hunger. Dirty nappy. Tiredness. The
desire for company and stimulus. Wind. It is all about now! They are also, when awake,
constantly noticing anything and everything. 65% of their energy being consumed by a
huge ever alert brain.
Living in the now isn’t to deny the encroachment of past or future, but it is about noticing,
delighting and thanking. It is also about finding the serenity to accept that so many things
are out of our control. AND THEY ALWAYS WERE!
So, remember the old prayer
Lord grant us the serenity to accept the things that we cannot change
The courage to change the things that we can
And the wisdom to know the difference (Attributed to Reinhold Neibuhr)
And in the words of the thirteenth century mystic Meister Eckhart
If the only prayer you say in your entire life is ‘thank you’ that is enough.
But to say thank you we first have to notice. So, start living today.
So, risking the possibility that everything will change next week, and I can control nothing,
let me invite you to…….
- Harvest Festival - Sunday 4th October. (9:45am Winson; 11:00am Bibury; 6:00pm
Barnsley followed by socially distanced drinks and nibbles in Church Farm Barn)
- The Ignite All Saints Halloween Light party on Sunday 1st November 5:00pm-6:30pm for
all children. St Mary’s Bibury
- All Souls Holy Communion and remembrance of the Faithful Departed. Monday 2nd
November 6:15pm at St Mary’s Bibury
With every blessing and fond love
Tim
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Service
Schedule
Sunday 4th

October
2020
Bibury

Barnsley

11.00am
Common Worship
Holy Communion and
Harvest Festival

6:00pm
Harvest Reflections
and music

Modern language Holy
Communion

Traditional language
Holy Communion

10:00am
Common Worship
Holy Communion

Modern language Holy
Communion

Modern language Holy
Communion

Sunday 18th

11.00am
Morning Prayer

10:00am
Morning Prayer

Sunday 25th

11.00am
Common Worship
Holy Communion

10:00am
Common Worship
Holy Communion

Modern language Holy
Communion

Monday 2nd
November
All Souls Day
Churchwardens
Vicar

9:45am
BCP Holy
Communion and
Harvest Festival

Followed by drinks
and nibbles at
Church Farm Barn

11.00am
Common Worship
Holy Communion

Sunday 11th

Winson

9.00am
Morning Prayer

Modern language Holy
Communion

6:15pm
Holy Communion
Jackie Colburn
01451 860212

Elizabeth Gledhill
01285 740836

Lavinia Sidgwick
01285 720682

Revd Tim Hastie-Smith
01285 740301

PS Remembrance Sunday is on Sunday 8th November. The Salvation Army Band will be
joining us for three acts of Remembrance.
9:40am at Barnsley War Memorial. 10:15am at Ablington War Memorial. 10:50am in
Bibury Churchyard. NB We shall be outside for this act of Remembrance to comply with
social distancing requirements.
PPS Christmas has not been cancelled (Pace Alan Rickman as the Sheriﬀ of Nottingham
in Robin Hood, Prince of Thieves) and the Ignite Christmas Party and Carol singing with
the Salvation Army Band will be taking place….. Somehow!..... Details next month
PPPS A huge thank you to all of those of you have supported the ‘pop up’ teas at Bibury
Church throughout the summer. The teas will continue to take place every Monday at
3:00pm, with home made cake, until you decide it’s getting too cold! If you haven’t been
yet, do come along. Everyone is welcome.
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ARLINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH

Harvest is a time to give thanks for God’s provision to us and a time for us to consider
how we can give God’s blessing to others.
While we celebrate a harvest season just once a year most of us experience the spirit of
harvest all the time, we have warm homes, food, money and security, our harvest is
plentiful . But in most parts of the world life is very diﬀerent and things we take for granted
are just not widely available or accessible.
In the gospel written by Luke in the bible, Jesus said “The harvest is plentiful, but the
workers are few”.
ABC Harvest appeal is a chance to show you care not only for those in need here in our
county but to a world in turmoil and become a “worker” to share some of your harvest,
share gods provision and love with those who have little, to give them hope. Please
support both Cirencester foodbank and Operation Christmas Child.
Cirencester Foodbank
The plight of many in our area at this time of Coronavirus has been widely broadcast and
many in our community have been giving to the local foodbank. There is still an urgent
need for more supplies, please can we ask you continue to give, anyone with food items
to donate can drop them with us, or the parish church for local foodbanks.
Operation Christmas Child
We want boys and girls around the world to know that God loves them and has not
forgotten them during this time of fear and uncertainty. Children need great joy now more
than ever. If you can fill a box with items for a child we will collect and deliver it to the
depot, just think of the joy this will bring to a child in a war torn area or in a refugee camp
especially with Coronavirus lurking everywhere
We can supply a box either come along on a Sunday morning 10-10.30am or email
info@arlingtonbaptist.org.uk we can arrange to drop and collect. Filled shoeboxes need
to be with us by November 1st.
If packing a shoebox is diﬃcult for you this year you can pack a box online at
shoeboxonline.org uk
Services
Harvest festival Sunday 4th October Traditional Harvest celebration launching our Harvest
appeal.
Every other Sunday at 10.30am lively, fun and friendly worship and celebration service,
with a talk on the Big screen from Cirencester Baptist Church.
Tuesday 20th October a Quiet service, contemplation, communion and prayer 3pm
COLN CRAFTERS
Sadly the craft club is on hold for the forseeable future, but watch this space!
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BIBURY AFC

The football season has started six weeks later than it was due to start.
First up was a home game against Winchcombe Town which resulted in a hard fought
victory for Bibury 3-2. The Bibury goal scorers were Greg Carter, Alex Harding and Declan
Keen. A week later we made the long trip to Lydney Reserves a ground where Bibury have
always struggled but on this occasion we came away with a very credible point in a 1-1
draw.
Upcoming fixtures
26/9/20 Home to Stonehouse Reserves
3/10/20 Home to Broadwell Amateurs
10/10/20 Away to Abbeymead
17/10/20 Home to Charfield
24/10/20 Home to Falcons
Thank you for your continued support & for all updates, please follow us on Facebook @
Bibury FC
BIBURY PARISH COUNCIL

It is with regret that the Parish Council received the resignations from Sharon Petchey,
John Phillips and Adrian Wright. The Council sincerely thanks them for their outstanding
contributions and wishes them well. As a result of the resignations, three Casual
Vacancies have now arisen - please see the Statutory Notice at the end of this
publication. Please feel free to contact the Clerk Irena Litton on 01453 822287 or email
clerk@biburyparishcouncil.gov.uk if you require further information.
THE OLD MAN OF THE PIKE

Here we are enjoying some very welcome fine sunny weather and now we are awaiting
“Boris” to deliver his words of wisdom to tell us what we can and cannot do in the near
future, six months of control already and it looks like another six months to come. We will
beat this virus but it may take a bit longer than we had hoped for. Life goes on but not as
we knew it.
The last few days have been lovely and sunny and has done a great job of moral boosting
with all the other problems we are having to deal with. Let us hope that the winter will not
be too harsh on us, the only trouble is that the old saying is “if there is plenty of fruit on
the trees we are in for a hard winter”. We can but hope that the saying is not too true.
I am now winding down in the garden for the winter, it has not been the best I have known
but most of that is I have not been able to put the input I would have liked to have done.
Still the freezer has been stocked up as much as possible so that we can enjoy them
during the winter.
On the nature front I was reminded of the harshness of it when this morning a
Sparrowhawk killed a Blackbird on the lawn, I know that they have to eat but it is another
songbird less to sing. During the summer for once I have kept the bird feeders topped up
and this way have seen the young families of birds come and go hopefully for a
successful life. One thing I have noticed that the finches have not been around, I hope this
means they are doing well out on the fields etc.
Although we are being told not to go out and socialize please keep an eye open on the
vulnerable around us and I hope that you all keep in good health. God Bless.
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THE WEDNESDAY CLUB
Sadly we are going to put on hold our get togethers due to the nature of government guidelines.
Fingers crossed we shall resume at some point depending upon what is allowed and people feel
comfortable doing.
BIBURY GARDENING CLUB

It’s not often that a distinguished nurserywoman invites you to view her frilly knickers, but
that was the oﬀer to members of the garden club at the September meeting.
The nurserywoman was Rosy Hardy, of Hardy’s Cottage Garden Plants, who was making
a very welcome return visit to Bibury Gardening Club to talk about late-summer
perennials.
“Frilly Knickers” was a new Japanese anemone, a sport of ‘Dreaming Swan’, with very
pretty pale double flowers which have a lilac reverse. It blooms from June to October,
stands about 50cms high, and unlike some Japanese anemones, it forms a well-behaved
clump rather than rampaging all over the garden. I’m willing to bet that no one will ever
say: “Sorry, I’ve forgotten the name of that plant.”
The great thing about Rosy’s talks is that they are chock-full of practical information.
Despite winning a barrowload of Chelsea gold medals over the years, she doesn’t take
herself too seriously, and she delivers her advice with a generous dollop of humour. Best
of all, she brings lots of fantastic plants for members to buy.
Next month, on 14 October, we’re hoping that Helen Picton of Old Court Nurseries, the
aster specialists based near Malvern, will be the speaker. We’re going ahead with the
meeting on the basis that organised, educational events attended by up to 30 people are
permitted under the current Covid-19 rules. But who knows what will happen between
now and then, so look out for any changes which will be announced via email.
We are always delighted to welcome new members, and guests. Please contact Victoria
Summerley (v.summerley@hotmail.com) or Jenny Lawrenson
(e.lawrenson171@btinternet.com).
Victoria Summerley
BIBURY CRICKET CLUB

The Saturday X1 completed their truncated league campaign with an away win at North
Cerney on 5th September.
The Sunday warriors have continued to rock and roll through September. We were
defeated by Swindon side Beehive CC. Beehive batting first and racking up 165 in their
30 overs despite a great bowling display from Jamie Cowell (4 for 9). Bibury all out 135,
Bobby Easterbrook with a fine 61 well supported by Dan Mcdermott with 31. The local
derby with Aldsworth was a nerve shredding aﬀair. Bibury 164 for 6, Jamie with 57,
Ricardo 34 and Mark Armstrong with 26. Aldsworth needed four oﬀ the last ball (after a
six oﬀ the previous delivery) but bowler Ricardo held his nerve and limited to them to two
oﬀ the last.
The Covid crisis has hit fund raising hard this year with cancellation of the annual fun day
and now the duck race. Our intention is to run an "on line" or virtual duck race this year.
We are looking for donations of prizes capable of being distributed by email and also your
support by buying on line tickets. Twenty five per cent of ticket money will go to charity.
Look out for announcements.
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BARNSLEY WOLD S.S.S.I.
Barnsley Wold Site of Special Scientific Interest is now open for Public Access. The access route is way
marked and the public are asked to adhere to this route and to follow the Country Code. People visiting the
site do so at their own risk and dogs are not permitted on the site to avoid disturbance to wildlife. Any
queries should be referred to CWB Baillie-Hamilton on 07976 287744 or email cbh@shiptondowns.co.uk.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SAVE OUR TREES!

I have always loved trees. I grew up in the harsh environment of North Yorkshire where
many trees struggle to survive. We had a wonderful row of horse chestnut trees near my
home and I would marvel at the white candles that blossomed in the spring, later turning
to the conkers in their prickly shells that we would collect.
Before we returned to live in Gloucestershire we lived in Cheshire and the view from our
windows was an escarpment of huge beech trees. Wow! These were wonderful trees, tall
and majestic. When the leaves turned from green to orange and brown there was nothing
more delightful than walking through the leaves which crackled and rustled under our feet.
When we came to live in Ablington we were thrilled to see that there were many large ash
trees around. There were also a few sycamores and two beautiful elm trees. We know that
in the next few years we could lose many, if not all, of the ash trees, because of the threat
of ash die back disease. Now, very sadly, the two beautiful elm trees are threatened and
are at risk of being felled. They are not diseased, but somebody wants them cut down.
BBC Radio Gloucestershire is on a tree campaign at the moment called “Ourboretum”,
trying to encourage people to plant trees so that future generations will have something to
admire if the ash die back takes a hold. I have written a poem which sums up my feelings
about the sad situation our trees are in.
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
We’ve got to make a diﬀerence,
We have to, we must.
All the mighty ash trees that were left to us in trust
Are threatened.
We need to take some action
We need to show we care
Our landscape would be barren
Our countryside be bare.
Let’s act!
We’re going to plant some seedlings.
Hazel, oak and beech.
They’ll start oﬀ very tiny
But upwards they will reach
Majestic.
Don’t delay, act today!
-Judy Phillips
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COVER SKETCH

One of the young visitors to the Flower and Art Festival this August drew this lovely
picture of sunflowers. At this time of the year the sunflowers are in full bloom and turning
their flowers to wonderful seed heads that provide such valuable food for birds and wild
life. Thank you for the drawing Alice - then aged 4!
HEAVENS ABOVE

We start the month with a full moon, a harvest moon and that will be in Aries, the
confidence planet for Aries. And an unusual month as there are two new moons this
month - the second one usually called a Hunters Moon is the second full moon after the
Autumn Equinox. This should give the instinct to start squirrelling away our harvest for
winter. As we all know 31st October is All Hallows Eve - literally meaning the End of
Summer - the Celtic name being Samhain. Autumn begins!
October
October's the month
When the smallest breeze
Gives us a shower
Of Autumn Leaves.
Bonfires and Pumpkin
Leaves sailing down
October is Red
Golden and Brown
THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

At the time of increasing vitriol and criticism in the media & amongst politicians :Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them.
READY TOKEN REWILDING
The hedgerows are bursting with colour and life as we head, albeit rather slowly, into
autumn. The lovely colours of red, orange, pinks, purples from the rosehips, elderberries,
sloes, haws and spindle berries are so vibrant (and plentiful this year!) and are of course
much appreciated by the birds and other wildlife. There is the delight of watching the
long-tailed tits flit enthusiastically about from hedgerow to hedgerow, such beautiful little
birds if you can manage to spot them, and given all sorts of nicknames from flying
lollipop, fluﬀy teaspoon or, coined by the poet John Clare, ‘bumbarrel’. Here is an excerpt
from his poem:
Bumbarrels twit on bush and tree
Scarse bigger than a bumble bee
And in a white thorn’s leafy rest
It builds its curious pudding-nest
Wi’ hole beside as if a mouse
Had built the little barrel house.
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ROUND AND ABOUT
Happy Birthday Roger!
A little birdy told us that it was our fabulous treasurer and good friend’s special birthday
recently, reaching the fabulous age of 80 - Happy Birthday to Roger King of The Pike. We
hope you had a wonderful day and celebration surrounded by your beloved family.
Some lovely baby news!
Dave and Di Hadaway along with Cilla Pash have become grandparents to little Maximus
born at 33 weeks to Simon and Becci, although still in hospital he is doing very well.
We were very sorry to hear of Les Norris who sustained a tumble recently and had to have
a few stitches. Wishing you a very speedy recovery Les.
At the time of writing we have just had a lovely spell of fine sunny warm weather which
has brought out a large number of visitors to the villages. Most are delightful and
respectful of our village. They, like many of us are obviously making the most of things to
visit the countryside and more distant family and friends before - as seems likely - the
weather and the Covid Crisis gets worse. Let us keep our fingers crossed that we avoid
the worse of the weather & Covid to come!
If you have some happy memories of life in the area, past or present, you would like to
share, or anything interesting or newsy for future publications to keep up readers’ spirits,
we would really welcome them. There is a Village Life folder in the Trout Farm if you are
able to drop in anything handwritten, or email us at biburyvillagelife@hotmail.com.

The Dorothy Minnis Trust
Charity number 281078
The Soroptimist Club of Cirencester and District
invites applications for small grants to its charity from local charities and individuals.
Application forms and further information are available on the club website
www.sigbi.org/cirencester/dorothy-minnis-trust
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