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VILLAGE LIFE 

DATES FOR THE DIARY    ISSUE 460 
 
June 2021 
Mon  7th   Pop up teas  Bibury Churchyard  
 11th / 12th  Caravan Rally Bibury Football Club   various 
Sunday  13th  Ignite Summer Barbecue Bibury Churchyard  4:40-6:00  
Mon  14th    Pop up teas   Bibury Churchyard  
Thurs 17th  Chin wag in the Chapel  Arlington Baptist Chapel  2.30- 3.30pm 
Thurs 24th  Bibury FC Club AGM  Bibury Football Club   7.30p.m.  
Thurs 24th BibLit Extra -  Earl Spencer speaks about The White Ship  
   Bibury Church Drinks from   6:00pm 
    Talk starts at 7:00pm  
Mon 28th  Bingo  Football Club   7-45pm 
July 2021 
Sun 25th   Village Fete Bibury Church and Churchyard    

 
Advance Notice: 
Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd  August  Art and Flower Festival  
 
THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH�
April was abnormally dry and May started wet – we wonder what June will have in store 
for us.   The old saying regarding the time that new leaves appear on the trees may give 
us a clue :-�
 �
Oak before Ash and we are in for splash – Ash before oak and we are in for soak !�
 �
But what will we do when the ravages of Ash die back denude the landscape of mature 
ash trees?   Perhaps we may hope that some will survive as did a few Elms from Dutch 
Elm disease.  One high-light of May was the increasing  number of increasingly mature 
Elm Trees giving their spring display of flowers and their winged fruits before their leaves 
appear.  Hope springs eternal !�
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FROM THE PANEL.  
 
A Reminder – Next months issue of Village Life cove rs July and august so will all 
contributors remember to get your complete copy to us by midday on the 20 th June 
 
BIBURY, BARNSLEY AND WINSON CHURCHES  
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Bibury Vicarage, Gloucestershire, GL7 5NT        tim.hastie-smith@hotmail.com  01285 740301   

Dear Friends 

I recently overheard a couple having a heated discussion about the Netflix series, The Crown. The 
conversation centred on how inaccurate the programme was, with one protagonist insisting that 
historical drama should be true and accurate, the other defending creative and dramatic licence. It 
reminded me of a lecture by Geoffrey Elton, which I attended almost 40 years ago on his 
inauguration as Professor of Modern History at Cambridge. His theme was that history was the 
purest science, as it was all about searching for truth, through the pain staking and methodical 
sifting of all available evidence. But was he right? Can there ever be a definitive version of 
history. And can we ever know for certain why an event occurred (The First World War for 
example) when there are multiple reasons. How can we know how to weight each factor. And 
surely my position as observer with all of my cultural assumptions will colour my reading of 
history. And isn’t that valid? 

‘What is truth? Said jesting Pilate; and would not stay for an answer’ wrote Francis Bacon in his 
Essay on Truth.  

I remember as a young teacher of history trying to demonstrate this to twenty 13-year-olds by 
staging a series of random events in the classroom whilst I had absented myself for three minutes 
(The Headmaster climbed in through a window, another teacher, dressed in a tutu, pirouetted into 
the room and ate a daffodil, etc) I then asked them to write down what they had observed. I 
received 20 different versions, displaying huge factual variations. Their true, eyewitness accounts 
were different, yet all had been in the same room. 

Add to this, much truth is conditional. By which I mean, it is true until a contradiction occurs 
making it either less true or requiring a reworking of a hypothesis. Eg Swans are white. This was 
true, and the idea of a black swan was used an example of a crazy impossibility back in the second 
century. But with the discovery of Australia and Black Swans the fact became untrue and is the 
title of Nassim Nicholas Tebb’s 2001 best seller about dishonestly rationalising unexpected events 
with the benefit of hindsight.  

This is all bad news for those of us who would like a bit of certainty in the world. But the risk is 
that, to shore up our desire for security we end of conferring wholly inappropriate authority on 
people or organisations (dangerous), or we go with the crowd – The Wikipedia version of truth 
(very dangerous) or we look to ourselves as the only source of truth (Probably even more 
dangerous)  

So what are we left with? 
1) Life is full of uncertainty and we had better get used to it. Living with mystery is not a cop 

out. It is a rational and honest response to the observable world. 
2) Much of what I believe is true is not, so do not spill blood defending it. 
3) Really important truth is usually unprovable in a purely logical sense. Love and beauty 

being obvious examples. 
4) When Jesus called Himself ‘The truth’ He was not giving Christians some sort of arrogant 

carte blanche for divine inerrancy. He was pointing to the source of truth (and love and 
beauty for that matter) He is truth incarnate. 

5) He was also pointing out that truth is relational. Truth is not an inert matter to argue over, 
but a dynamic that transforms and enriches. Jesus links truth with life and ‘the way’ I am 
the way, the truth, and the life, He says. 
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So we approach truth with humility, hope and expectation 

 
With every blessing and prayers                                  Tim 
PS: There are a number of exciting events planned for the coming weeks. If you 
would like to help in any way, I would be extremely grateful to hear from you 
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ARLINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH     www.arlingtonbaptist.org.uk  Charity 1192458 
 
 AN OLD JOKE FROM THE PULPIT – A ham sandwich walks into a bar and orders a 
pint of beer, the bartender says” Im very sorry mate we dont serve food in here” 
 
Have you been out to eat or party since the restrictions lifted? We managed a lunch out 
in April but the inclement weather has been rather off-putting although the use of garden 
pods and heaters allows the restaurants and cafes to operate which is fantastic for us all 
and for their trade. 

Jesus loved parties. Many times in the bible it records Jesus going to banquets and 
feasts to talk to the people. He loved a good time. 

Being a Christian is like being at an incredible banquet – this is the way Christianity 
should be – where you never know what dish is next, only that it’s going to be better than 
the last one. 
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This banquet never ends, like a huge buffet that you can just keep on going back to, the 
dishes just keep on coming, and you never really get full. 

There are some things that we need to understand about God’s banquet. 

In God’s banquet there are many dishes, some you may think you have tasted before. 

Have you tasted real freedom? John 8:36 says “If the son sets you free you will be free 
indeed”. 

Freedom from stress, guilt, worldly pressures, work, freedom from other peoples words 
and freedom from our wrong doings when we ask God in the name of Jesus to forgive 
us. 

As we choose to submit to Christ, sin loses its power whether it be our sin, or the sin of 
others towards us – Christs power takes over, true freedom. 

Perhaps you are afraid of the food.?     Have you ever been afraid to taste some foods?  
Tofu? Snails? Curry? Seaweed?      Until you actually taste it, then you’re hooked and 
you recommend it to a friend! 

We can be just like this spiritually. Some of us have never really tasted the food at God’s 
banquet. 

Some of us have heard of things from the bible, but have you ever really read it? 

We can’t just read one gospel or book within it and say that we’ve really read it. 

If we’ve never really tasted the food, let’s just admit we’ve never really tasted the food 
and realise that it’s normal to have a bible, normal to read it, it’s normal to sit down and 
study it with someone.  

Here at ABC we believe in friendship, supporting one another in friendship, service and 
love, also in enthusiasm, studying the bible looking into how it is still as relevant if not 
more so today as it was when written, real answers to real spiritual questions. 

Come and join the banquet at the Baptist Church on Arlington Green,  we invite you to 
our party...... 

 

Services every Sunday @10.30am Friendly, Worship and Praise for all 

Connect prayer and discussion group on zoom every Thursday evening 
info@arlingtonbaptist.org.uk 

 

Thursday June 17th    2.30- 3.30pm Chin wag in the Chapel ,Tea, coffee, cake and chat. 
All welcome 

Building works have started and should be well under way by the time this goes to press, 
we are still actively  raising money towards the  Arlington Community rooms and Kitchen 
Project  please support this renovation project if you are at all able, it is for the benefit of 
ALL in our community and will provide a new meeting place and function rooms for all to 
enjoy.   arlingtonbaptist.org.uk    info@arlingtonbaptist.org.uk 

� �
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REQUEST - BIBURY FLOWER AND ART FESTIVAL �
WE HAVE LOST THE IRON RODS THAT HOLD UP THE ART DISPLAY BOARDS.�
Last summer on setting up the art exhibition we found that the roads which are essential 
to hanging the boards had disappeared. The previous summer, on taking down the 
display someone had said the rods needed cleaning and offered to take them away for 
cleaning. No-one seems to know where these rods are.�
Therefore we desperately need those rods or we will have to buy/have made a new set.�
Can you please let us know if you have the metal rods lurking in your shed or out 
buildings – they are about four feet long with a simple hook at one end.�
 �
If we cannot find them we will need to get some more made  - Do you know of any local 
blacksmith or farrier that might be able to make some for us?   An again please let either 
Wendy Challinor 740021 or Jill Skarda know 740496.  
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BIBURY FOOTBALL CLUB 
The first Caravan Rally for many months will be attending on the 11th and 12th June, 
2021 and there should be three more in July. 
The Club is still seeking a person to become its Social Secretary.  
The Club’s AGM will take place on Thursday, 24th June, 2021 at 7.30p.m. 
Hopefully Bingo can be held on Monday 28th June, 2021.  Eyes Down 7-45 
Football season has now finished with a mixed bag of results very good wins against 
Falcons and Upton St Leonards but a couple of defeats against Andoversford and 
Charlton Rovers pre season training will start mid June and the season commencing 
early August let’s hope we can complete a full league season next time round  
 
BIBURY CRICKET CLUB 
The AGM of Bibury CC was held during  April. Mark Armstrong was replaced as club 
secretary by Bobby Easterbrook. Marks involvement with the Club has been 
fundamental, first to its very survival and latterly in its flourishing to a three team club and 
CDCA Champions three years ago. We thank Mark for his service and are delighted that 
he will stay on the committee. Ricardo Canestra was appointed to the newly created 
position of social and social media secretary and we welcome Adam Halford to the 
committee. Due in no small part to the support we receive from the village, the club is in a 
good financial position to start the season. 
The FUN DAY will be held on Saturday 28th August this year. 
The season is well under way, but the weather has not been kind, with three of the 
first  four matches abandoned without a ball being bowled. The one match played in 
CDCA Division 1 resulted in a strong win for Bibury. 
The opening game of the season at Lady Hill saw the visitors, Avening and Cherington 
win the toss and insert Bibury. The host's opening sibling partnership of Ed and Charlie 
Robinson got Bibury of to a flyer racing to 76 off the first 10 overs. Ed fell for 27 on with 
the score at 85 in the 13th over. James Richardson and Jamie Cowell both made 
encouraging starts before departing. Meanwhile Charlie continued to strike the ball 
cleanly and cleared the fence half a dozen times for an unbeaten hundred, retiring on 
102 not out. 
Ed Richardson ( 75 not out  ) and debutant Alistair Taylor ( 50 not out )  put on an 
explosive unbeaten 130 run partnership guiding the hosts to a mammoth total of 311. In 
reply Bruce Walker (66) started with intent along with his opening partner Goodfield (16). 
Before the latter fell to a great catch in the slip by Charlie Robinson, off the bowling of 
George Beal. Charlie was to account for Walker too off a good delivery from Alistair 
Taylor. A hundred not out and two slip catches, not a bad day in the office for Charlie 
Robinson and thoroughly deserving of the Man of the Match award! 
Whilst not the most polished bowling display by Bibury, the catching was spectacular. 
Catch of the day going to Jamie Cowell to account for Partridge (37) off James 
Richardson, covering a good deal of ground before snaffling the ball in an athletic roll. 
However, it was good enough to limit a spirited effort from Avening to 235 for 6. A 
fantastic start to the season with huge thanks and compliments to groundsman, Terry 
Day, for producing 500+ run wicket on the 1st of May!!! 
As we went to press, we heard of the passing of club stalwart Ray Hopkins ( father of 
Robbie ) . Ray was a great bowler who once achieved the amazing feat of 100 wickets in 
a season.  RIP Ray. 
Leslie Smith 
 
NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS - BIBURY PARISH COUNCIL   
Craig Roger Chapman, Margaret Ann Haigh and John David Phillips were duly elected to 
fill the vacant seats on the Parish Council in the May elections. They join Cllrs Richard 
Williams (Chair) Neil Clegg (Vice Chair) Victoria Summerley and Simon Brownless. 
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Further details can be found at https://www.biburyparishcouncil.gov.uk/ . 
 
BIBURY VILLAGE HALL 
We are starting to get some bookings  now that the  restrictions are being lifted so it will 
be good to have the hall back in use even of the numbers attending have to be reduced 
to meet the covid regulations.   Let us hope that the restrictions continue to be lifted -  we 
are hoping that the Hall events will be back to normal by September.  Fingers Crossed!�
 �
BIBURY FIRIENDS – CIRENCESTER FOODBANK – AN UPDATE  
Cirencester Foodbank would like to thank all those who donated (now over 350 kg over 
the last quarter), especially the Bibury, Winson and Barnsley Churches’ donations.  6839 
foodbank parcels were provided to people in crisis across the South Cotswolds between 
April 2020 and March 2021. Sadly 3461 of the recipients were children in need of 
assistance.  
There is an increasing demand driven by Coronavirus and any donations will be 
gratefully received. There are local drop off points at Bibury Church and at Tescos and 
Waitrose. Currently there is a particular request for sponge puddings and pot noodles but 
any items that are well within expiry date are welcome. Unfortunately out-of-date items 
cannot be given out and have to be thrown away. 

 
 

 
The following piece was received from Mr Richard King of The 10 Squadron 
Association, who describes himself as “a now-retired former pilot of No 10 
Squadron RAF which is based at RAF Brize Norton”. The report gives a link 
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between the village and the enormous aircraft that roar over us on a regular basis.  
 
10 Squadron is a long standing squadron formed in 1915 and active throrough the First World 
War gaining numerous battle honours and being involved in the Berlin airlift and the Suez Crisis. 
There are more details on the RAF ‘Our Organisations’ website. They appear to operate the twin 
engine ‘Voyager’ airliners that regularly turn North over Bibury before climbing and heading up 
the Fosse Way. This is believed to include the infamous Union Flag emblazoned plane referred to 
as the Global Britain ‘Brexit Jet’. 
Some photos of the unveiling and stone were supplied but will not reproduce well on our limited 
equipment. If you would like to see them please e-mail Village Life and we can send e-copies. 

  
‘HITTING THE MARK ‘ �

 �
Wg Cdr Arthur T. Whitelock commanded No10 Squadron, Royal Air Force at RAF Upper Heyford, 
Oxfordshire, from 1929-30 when it was equipped with the Handley-Page Hyderabad heavy-
bomber.  During his tour of duty, whilst watching archery practice, he was inspired to design the 
badge and motto for the Squadron whose design remains today.  
Whitelock’s concept was that an air-dropped bomb was the modern equivalent of a medieval 
arrow with a further notion suggesting that birds’ feathers surrounding it, would indicate great 
speed. Hence, the winged arrow became 10 Squadron’s emblem and with its motto, ‘To Hit the 
Mark’ , is still referred to today in all the Squadron’s aspirations and activities, both in the air and 
on the ground. 10 Squadron now conducts its dual role on flights as an air-to-air-tanker and 
transport operator based at RAF Brize Norton. 
Wg Cdr Whitelock graduated from Jesus College, Oxford before qualifying as a pilot in 1915 
during WW1 being ‘Mentioned in Despatches’ for his flying in the reconnaissance and bombing 
roles. After WW1 he served in HQ staff positions in the UK and India before commanding No 10 
Squadron. His later service ended on his retirement at the beginning of WW2. 
Arthur and his wife Frances then lived in Stratton, Cirencester, where he died in 1964, followed 
by Frances in 1972.  Both were cremated and their ashes interred in a grave, at the village 
cemetery in Bibury, Glos, where in 2019, their headstone was found in a very poor, weather-
beaten condition, making the simple inscription barely readable.  To honour the memory of the 
man who continues to inspire 10 Squadron, its Association determined to get the headstone 
replaced.  
Exhaustive searches found no relatives or other interested parties to grant permission for this and 
so the Association applied to the Diocese of Gloucester for a faculty [permission] to have the 
stone changed.  This was granted and the new stone was unveiled on 8 May, with just 15 past 
and present members of the Squadron attending the commemorative event. Heavy rain all day 
necessitated the initial part of the short unveiling ceremony to be held in the shelter of St Mary’s 
Church Bibury with an introductory speech of welcome made by the 10 Sqn Association’s 
Chairman, Wg Cdr Mike Westwood, OBE. Padre Jonny Newall from RAF Brize Norton then 
conducted the service of dedication with the Vicar of St Mary’s Church at Bibury Rev Tim Hastie-
Smith, and Church Warden Mrs Jackie Colburn, in attendance.  The acting Officer Commanding 
(OC10)10 Squadron Sqn Ldr Drew Buxton, with former OC10s Gp Cpt Jamie Osborne and Wg 
Cdr Al Scott were also present. The new, replacement headstone was then unveiled in the rain at 
the cemetery by the Association’s President Gp Cpt Gerry Bunn, CBE, himself a former OC10 
from the VC10 aircraft era, after which flowers were left by Association member Chris Eve who 
had researched Wg Cdr Whitelock’s life thereby enabling the original place of interment to be 
located. 
The 10 Squadron Association’s new Standard, on show for the very first time, was dipped in 
salute as the new headstone was blessed. All concerned with this project could claim to have “Hit 
The Mark ”. 
 
ROUND AND ABOUT 
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On a sombre note we were saddened to hear of the death of Betty Lambert from 
Arlington who many will know was active in the village for years. Condolences to her 
family.  
We must belatedly welcome Travis and David to Well Cottage in Arlington Corner.  They 
move in some weeks ago and we mislaid the information- apologies.   We hope they will 
be enjoy their new life in Bibury. We also wish George and Jo Lager all the best in their 
new home. 
Best wishes to Les Miles who we understand reached a significant birthday this week.  
 
 
HEAVENS ABOVE 
June is a busy month with the Summer Solstice on the 21st and midsummer day on the 24th. I 
remember when it was always the same day! 
After the 3rd ����������	�����
����
��������
���	�����������
��� ������������������
�����������  
��
������������������ th Mars and Pluto come in to the mix and bring a frustrating time for many. On 
the 21st Venus and Neptune bring peace and harmony to many. 
 
JUST A THOUGHT 
Modern farming: I was just watching Mr Savage’s team plough, break down and plant huge fields 
of potatoes, and all in just a few days. And on a different note I wonder how many times in the 
past there has been so much scaffolding around the locality – large and small it seems to be 
everywhere. 
 
POEM OF THE MONTH 
Far up in the deep blue sky  
Great white clouds are floating by 
All the world is dressed in green 
Happy birds and animals are seem 
Roses bright and sunshine clear 
Show that lovely June is here! 
 
THE OLD MAN OF THE PIKE 
The Old Man of The Pike I hope that you are holding your breath and life is going on fine 
(more than the weather can say) and you are. managing to get out and about a little 
more. Not rushing to make up for lost time and hoping that this Indian Variant does not 
come in to mess the advances we have made. After the coldest and driest April for years 
we now have been drenched with enough rain for what we missed in April and what we 
expected for May and if it does not stop soon June’s as well. As a result of the weather I 
think we are running two to three weeks late, no doubt it will catch up during the year. I 
have noticed that the birds and their hatchings seem to be short on the ground, where as 
we normally have a few blackbirds, sparrows and tits about there are very few. I hope 
that it is the season and not the raptures effecting their numbers. I did have a 
sparrowhawk in the garden this week, not a good omen. I the garden we can now reap 
the benefit of some of the hard labours already with the lettuces and radishes, they do 
taste better and definitely hoping there are plenty more veg to follow. Now activities are 
starting up again, I am not rushing back but taking my time. I have noticed that after over 
a twelve months away I am not the same person, I am a year old and cannot do 
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everything I did before so I am taking it a slower than I would have like. On this I hope 
most people do go back to what they were doing because if not a lot of groups, events 
and clubs will fold and it took a lot of hard work before to get them where they were and 
we have to get the young ones into these activities. Hope see you all out and about in the 
near future. 
 
 
Village hall history: Local charities for local people 

Big ideas often have unintended consequences. Like when King Henry VIII decided in the 
1530s to close all the monastic communities in England, Wales and Ireland. The famous 
‘dissolution of the monasteries’. 

He didn’t seem to care that for centuries the monasteries had been the main source of 
charitable support for the elderly and the sick, and education for the young. Who was going to 
take over this work when the monasteries were no more ? Not Henry VIII, that’s for sure. 

(It would be 300 years before the state accepted responsibility for schooling, and nearly 
400 years before the welfare state arrived). 

In the event, it was the country’s wealthy individuals and families who stepped in. Over 
the coming centuries, they set aside money, property and land to benefit the more vulnerable 
members of their local communities. 

Bibury was no exception. I wrote about Hugh Westwood’s charitable legacy from 1559 in 
the previous article. In 1760 Katherine Sackville (great grand-daughter of the man who expanded 
Bibury Court to its present size in 1633) set up an endowment for the poor of Bibury. Her niece 
Anne Cresswell followed suit in 1791.  

Some of the older charities no longer exist, usually because they simply reached the end of 
the money. There is no longer a John Smithyer Trust, set up in 1621 to provide firewood for 32 
homes each Christmas. The Coxwell Charity founded in 1893 for the benefit of the poor of 
Ablington is no more. Likewise the charity set up by Thomas Tawney in 1676 with £50 to provide 
linen for poor old women at Easter no longer exists. And there were others. 

Some of the sums of money seem small by today’s standards; but remember that in 1600 
you could build a handsome house such as the Hugh Westwood almshouse for just £40. 

By the mid-1800s charitable giving had become part of the fabric of British society. But 
the charities were completely unregulated. So inevitably there were cases of funds being badly 
managed, and sometimes applied to projects that were outside the benefactor’s original wishes. 
And without adequate supervision, there must have been a risk of money going missing. An 
uncharitable thought, I know.  

So, in 1853 the Government set up the Charity Commission to keep an eye on all the 
charities. The scale of the task was enormous, given the sheer number of separate charities, so the 
Commission encouraged local mergers. That’s the background to a momentous event in October 
1898 when all the separate charities in Bibury were brought together to create the Bibury United 
Charities (BUC).  

Something similar happened in many other villages and towns. 
BUC still exists, now looking after just three of these historic local trust funds: two that 

generate income to pay for ongoing maintenance work on Bibury Village hall, and one small 
welfare charity.  

So the BUC is the proud descendent of a 400-year tradition of philanthropy in the Bibury 
area. Still managing what’s left of those original endowments to benefit our local community. 

There’s a lot more about the history of Bibury charities in an excellent article by the late 
John T. Holland in ‘Gloucestershire History’ issue 6 1992 (online at 
https://gloshistory.org.uk/reprints/gh199207.pdf). 

Roger Staton 
A trustee of Bibury United Charities 
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From the Soroptimist Club: 

The Dorothy Minnis Trust is a charity which was established in 1980 with a legacy from a 
member of Soroptimist International Cirencester & District.   
The charity is run and administered by members of SI Cirencester and each year provides 
small grants to individuals, organisations and other charities in Cirencester and the 
surrounding area.  
The charity objects are: donations to other charities; gifts or grants of money for the relief of 
poverty; bursaries for training or retraining and financial assistance for charitable projects of 
service to the community. 
Typically the trustees meet three times each year to consider applications that are open to all 
individuals, local groups, organisations and charities. 
Members of SI Cirencester & District are very proud of the amount of support the charity has 
been able to provide locally over many years. 
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