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Dear Friends,
We are passing through a strange and rather surreal era. From a very personal point of view, the
closure of churches, the postponement of weddings and baptisms and the challenging and painful
guidelines imposed upon funeral services has had a somewhat significant impact on both my
professional and personal life.
Personally, the pregnancy of our eldest daughter, who were unable to meet with, the necessity of
postponing our son’s wedding, and then the recent death of my father have rather thrown
everything off kilter. All of us are having to make sacrifices, or are having sacrifices imposed upon
us, and yet. Latest surveys suggest that no one really wants to return to the old normal. That
somehow, all kinds of deep good are being discovered in this period of lockdown that many relish
and treasure.
It is, of course, still early days, and every additional COVID19 death or redundancy, is private
source of devastation. But we continue to hold to the belief that good will endure and love will win.
One of the best known verse in the Bible is Jeremiah’s assertion:
the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is your faithfulness.
But Jeremiah writes this at a time of abject misery and pain for the Jewish people, and these
verses shine out like diamond in the pitch darkness of the prolonged cry of misery, which is the
book of Lamentations.
I believe in the sun even when it’s not shining
I believe in love even when not feeling it
I believe in God even when he is silent
Runs the anonymous inscription on the wall of a Nazi internment camp. Just whistling in the dark
to keep out spirits up? I don’t think so. My father sent me a letter a few months before he died
reflecting on the pros and cons of old age, explaining that he was ready to die except he hated the
thought of the pain his death would cause my mother by widowing her. He concludes his
reflections with these words (and I apologise to those with whom I have already shared them)
You have been to Venice, and I am sure that I have wearied you with the story of one of
Mantegna’s last pictures which hangs in the Ca d’Oro on the Grand Canal. It is of St Sebastian,
but the most striking feature is a newly extinguished candle in the foreground, giving off a small
wisp of smoke. Around the candle Mantegna has wrapped the words: ‘Nil nise divinum stabile
est., caetera fumis’ – Only God endures, all the rest is smoke.
The greatest prize of old age is the acceptance of this truth
With every blessing Tim
PS You will find in this month’s Village Life the invitation to take part in a rather different
VE Day celebration. Do please contact Michelle Holt (or myself) if you want to be involved
in anyway. Baking and delivering cakes will I suspect be a key element! And, of course, feel
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free to make contact if I can be of any assistance.
ARLINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH see us on Facebook
DURING THE COVID 19 LOCKDOWN WE JOIN SERVICES ONLINE AT CIRENCESTER
BAPTIST CHURCH, SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10.30 am also VARIOUS OTHER SERVICES
AVAILABLE www.cirencester-baptist.org
We would like to share this good old recipe with you;
Recipe for a Happy Day
1 cup of friendly words
2 cups (heaped) of Understanding
4 tsp (heaped) Time and Patience
Pinch of warm personality
Dash of Humour
Method:
Measure words carefully
Add heaped cups of understanding
Use generous amounts of time and patience
Keep temperatures low, do not boil
Add dash of humour and a pinch of warm personality
Season to taste with a spice of life
Serve In individual moulds
Author unknown
We have seen amazing Kindness amongst our community in the last few weeks, we have been
given time to stop and think how we could help one another or how others can serve us, both of
these are equally as important in a thriving community.
The sharing of resources and time, showing and accepting love for one another. Food deliveries
and information sharing, delivering Eggs for the Children, shopping and calling to chat with
isolated folks, clapping and dancing on the doorsteps, staying indoors keeping an eye on our
neighbours. We should all be proud of our loving community.
Here at Arlington Baptist Church we had some good news this week, finally the listed
building permissions were granted for the improvements we have planned, these improvements
seem to me even more important now in the face of Coronavirus.
Part of the plan is to create a community CATERING KITCHEN for ALL THE COMMUNITY TO
USE and the plan is to provide a regular “meals on wheels” style delivery locally in partnership
with the organisation “Cotswold Friends” who have already offered to help by training all
volunteers willing, to obtain a food hygiene certificate, we will also be continuing with the popular
pop up lunches and will be able to cater for village events and celebrations from this facility.
You are possibly thinking as we do “What a shame it wasn’t there before this outbreak” how
useful would a catering kitchen for the community to use have been at this time.
The wonderful people who have been cooking Weekday and Sunday lunches and cakes for the
elderly in the village during this pandemic are doing a fantastic job from their homes but our hope
is that once a new facility is in place we could have two or three “Teams” of volunteers to work on
a rota and provide a similar service regularly and into the future.
These building plans have taken three years to get to the point we are at today but hopefully, when
we can resume normal life, they will go ahead at speed (grant funding pending) and help us
continue to show our love to one another whether in service or being served.
We thank you Lord for the opportunity to serve one another. May we see you in them, and may
they see you in us. Amen
If you would like specific prayer support at this time we have a strong online prayer group please
feel free to leave prayer requests at abcarlington2018@gmail.com Keep safe, Peace be with you.
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HELP MAKING SCRUBS
As local hospitals and surgeries run out of scrubs, masks and hats we are all doing
everything we can to support them. There are already a few people locally that are helping
to sew these garments but more help is always needed. If you can sew, have access to a
sewing machine and would like to help then please contact Michelle Holt on 07966 130857
and I can provide you with patterns, fabric and guidance. Many thanks.

COVER SKETCH
This month’s cover sketch was drawn by our own Wendy Challinor to celebrate the arrival of the
Horse Chestnut Blossom and she has given a few art/craft suggestions for activities for people of
all ages elsewhere in the magazine.

THE OLD MAN OF THE PIKE
Well here we are again. Things are not normal at the moment. I have been told by Boris to selfisolate for 12 weeks (1 gone already) because of Coronavirus. Just because one Chinaman did
not check the sell by date or best by date on some obscure exotic animal meat, he has caused
The World to shut down and causing more havoc than ALL the previous Dictators in history. Hitler
did not do the things that are happening now, churches, schools and pubs were not close.
Families could keep in contact and you could get a lot of things even if they were rationed and it
has all happened so quickly. I have still kept the work on The Ark going even though the weather
is improving with the Spring. I hope that The British Courage & Guts comes through it all and we
try and do what we are asked to do by those in power.
In these times there is help needed all around and if we all can do something to help it will be
great. Please keep a check on your neighbours just in case they have fallen foul of the lurgy. Many
thanks to The Trout Farm for their offer of help after such a short time of being there, also to The
Catherine Wheel for their offer of help. I think most people will have noticed the absences of
visitors and their money in the village and as much as we may hate it money is the Life Blood of
any community. I do hope that we all pull through this together and we do not lose any lives, jobs
and businesses till it cleared up, I am sure the World will not be the same again after. Till the next
time, I am locking myself away in my Man Cave in the inner reaches of Arlington and trying to
keep myself fit and healthy.
A THANK YOU FROM PAUL REASON to the people of Barnsley
Thank you all for the lovely hamper received on the occasion of my 90th birthday. It was indeed
a big surprise and nice to think I am still part of the village community, even though I am unable to
help these days. Your thoughtfulness is much appreciated.
Paul Reason
VILLAGE LIFE PANEL
Treasurer: Mr Roger King, 8 Pike Villas, The Pike, Arlington, Bibury
Secretary: Mrs Wendy Challinor, Chestnut Grove, Arlington, Bibury
Mr Neil Harvey: Technical Director, 2 Meadowlands, The Pike, Arlington
Mr Chris Dunn, Four Winds , Ablington
Mrs Sarah French, 11 Arlington Fields, Bibury
Mrs Tabitha Mayall, Ready Token House, Ready Token
Mrs Claire McDermott, 5 Aldsworth Road, Bibury
Mrs Sarah Smith, 7 Arlington Fields, Arlington
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Please note: If you wish to put an article or advert in ‘Village Life’ magazine it should be sent to
biburyvillagelife@hotmail.com by the 20th of the preceding month.

BIBURY PARISH COUNCIL
The response to the Covid 19 crisis is underway and going extremely well. Lunches are being
cooked, cakes baked, shopping bought, prescriptions collected and dogs walked. As well as a
myriad of other jobs. Please also contact us if you’re feeling lonely and need a chat.
The community has come together in an amazing way so thank you very much to
everyone. We’re not there yet so if you need assistance please call 740300, or email
biburyhelp@btinternet.com.
On a more prosaic note; please pick up your dog waste. Free bags are available from the Post
Office should you be caught short.
ROUND AND ABOUT
It has been a very strange month with everyone trying to keep the social distance and selfisolating to help protect others and the NHS from being overwhelmed by the virus. On the
positive side it has been lovely weather and for the first time for many years we have had the
village to ourselves! It has brought out the best of our community spirit in many cases with people
looking out for their neighbours or doing shopping or cooking for others. It has forged new
friendships with residents we may not have known before. Thank you to all those who are
helping in any way. And a reminder that if you are in need of some help, then use the contact
number given out last month to access help from the Community Response Team on 01285
740300 (Bibury Post Office) or 0784604177
Sadly this time has also brought about a mindless act of vandalism – someone damaged the
School notice board.
Ned Townsend from the Quarry bungalows has had a couple of spells in hospital as a result of a
fall and there is the normal re-occurrence of hay fever amongst several residents now the blossom
season has started. We wish all those off colour a speedy return to full health.
Birthdays still happen and we have heard of several virtual birthday parties for various youngsters
and grandchildren. Congratulations to Les Smith of Arlington Fields on his 50th birthday recently
and wonder if he had a virtual birthday party too! Some long term residents may remember
Richard Brown, formerly of Medina in Arlington. Richard celebrated his 80th birthday a few days
ago. Congratulations to all those celebrating special events and milestones in these unusual
times.
Parents are finding working from home, trying to keep the children up with their school work and
keeping the children occupies when the normal holiday activities are not possible a difficult
balancing act.. Having the children home makes you appreciate what a difficult task teachers
have normally dealing with a whole class of energetic youngsters. Thank goodness for the wealth
of activities available for children on line. We even know of some adults that have tried the Joe
Wicks Kids workout! Perhaps we will find ourselves fitter at the end of this than we were at the
beginning with so many of us keeping ourselves busy with gardening or redecorating or doing all
those little jobs we never seem to finish.
And to finish we have had a report of someone seeing two swifts – a sign that summer is on the
way and hopefully better times ahead..
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Revised times of Opening
Bibury Post Office Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10am to 4:45pm Saturday 10 – 11:30am
Bibury Trout Farm Shop for essential items, - if you want fresh fish please telephone prior to
your visit
Tuesday to Saturday 8am to 1pm
Cotswold Chippy still comes to the Football Club every fortnight on the Friday when all the
rubbish is collected from 6pm. Card Payment only and please strictly adhere to the social
distancing rules.

FREE LETTER & EMAIL TYPING SERVICE
Would you like help with typing letters or emails to family & friends? or don’t have email?
If yes, then do call me (I can call you back). I will type up as you talk, and post or email to you or
your loved ones.
Any email replies I will forward to you. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Tabitha (Village Life Panel Member) - 07703 574811
or tabithamowat@hotmail.com and I can call you back. Confidentiality ensured.

Bibury Flower and Art Festival 2020
14th, 15th & 16th August
10am – 5.00pm daily
To all flower arrangers and artists
We are still hopeful that we will hold our annual festival
Of Flower Arrangement, Crafts and Art work
Despite Coronovirus19 !!
The Theme for Flower Arrangements this year will be:
This Wonderful World of……
It is up to you to interpret this title as you will.
Use your imagination,
Think of countries, places, colours, books, music, poetry,
fabrics, pottery….anything that is wonderful to you.
Contact either: Wendy Challinor on 01285 740021
Or Jill Skarda on 01285 740496
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We are looking forward and keeping our fingers crossed!

VE DAY 75TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS IN BIBURY,
BARNSLEY & WINSON

STAY AT HOME STREET PARTY
From 3pm on Friday 8th May 2020

Let’s celebrate the end of WW2
together whilst staying in our own
homes - from 3pm on Friday 8th May
please join us for a picnic in your front
garden or on your porch, so that you
can see your neighbours, but remain
respectful of the social distancing
rules. Dress in red, white and blue
and join the country as it celebrates
together!

Deco
hous
win
dres
For further information or to help with this
event please contact Michelle Holt by email:
the.holts@btinternet.com
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