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Rural Cinema – Nomadland, Village Hall
7 for 7.30
Cotswold Festival Of Music's Bonfire Night Concert,
Northleach Church
6.30pm.
Ignite Summer Barbecue Bibury Churchyard
4:40-6:00
Bonfire and Barbecue on The Square
6:00pm:
Parish Council monthly meeting
19.00
Coln Craft Club – block printing demonstration
& workshop - Bibury Village Hall
2 – 4 pm
Remembrance Day. See St Mary’s and Arlington Baptist Church
entries for further details.of wreath laying services.
Chin Wag in the chapel - Arlington Baptist Church
2.30pm
A fund raising race night bingo - Bibury Football Club
starts 7pm
Copy Deadline for Village Life
12.00
November bingo - Bibury Football Club
from 7-30
Wednesday Club - Bibury Village Hall
2- 4 pm
Bibury Primary School PTA Christmas Wreath
Making Workshop Bibury Football Club
Ignite Christmas party
Grand Xmas bingo - Bibury Football Club

6.30pm
6:00pm:
time TBA

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
“I am not a vegetarian because I love animals, I am a vegetarian because I hate plants.”
A. Whitney Brown.
Alan Whitney Brown was born in 1952 and is an American writer and comedian who
worked on Saturday Night Live in and Weekend Update. He has an extensive profile of
biting satire on Youtube.
COVER SKETCH
The cover sketch expresses remembrance and is by our own Wendy Challinor.
FROM THE PANEL.
A Request: If you have an entry in the trade directory please could you take a moment
to check that it remains correct and up to date and please notify us of any corrections. If
you wish to end an entry, or if you would like one created, please let us know. Replies
please to biburyvillagelife@hotmail.com by 20th December as we hope to have this
updated for the New Year.
VILLAGE LIFE PANEL
Treasurer: Mr Roger King, 8 Pike Villas, The Pike, Arlington, Bibury
740510
Secretary: Mrs Wendy Challinor, Chestnut Grove, Arlington, Bibury
740021
Mr Neil Harvey: Technical Director, 2 Meadowlands, The Pike, Arlington
740295
Mr Chris Dunn, Four winds , Ablington
740823
Mrs Sarah French, 11 Arlington Fields, Bibury
740698
Mrs Tabitha Mayall, Ready Token House, Ready Token
740120
Mrs Sarah Smith, 7 Arlington Fields, Arlington
740214
Please Note: if you wish to put an article or advert in ‘Village Life’ magazine it should be sent to
biburyvillagelife@hotmail.com
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BIBURY, BARNSLEY AND WINSON CHURCHES
Bibury Vicarage, Gloucestershire, GL7 5NT

tim.hastie-smith@hotmail.com 01285 740301

Dear Friends,
It’s important what you measure because what you measure becomes important. I don’t know who
first made this observation, but the older I get the more I see the truth of it. A friend put it slightly
differently recently when she said that the only things worth measuring are those things that you know
to be valuable or important. But that puts the onus on me to be sure that I know, really know, what is
valuable and important. So, the whole scientific process of measurement gets hopelessly mired in my
subjective assumptions and beliefs. Information then becomes mine to use as I wish. History is a
playground. The facts are Lego. Make of them what you will. Alan Bennett wrote caustically about
Hilary Mantel’s Wolf Hall. Critiquing what he considered bogus History professors at university, he
goes on History was a skating rink on which they could show off their techniques, turn their paradoxes
As a historian (Of sorts) I recognise this frustration, and well remember the rebarbative Sir Geoffrey
Elton at his inaugural lecture, as Regius Professor of Modern History at Cambridge, telling us that
History was the purest science, as it was all about the pursuit of truth.
Well. I agree but…
History is the lies the present tells in order to make sense of the past wrote Malcolm Bradbury. History
was the future’s complaint about the present Bradbury declares, as the view of Denis Diderot
So where does this leave us as we try, quite legitimately, try to assess what has happened, what is
going on, and what is going to happen, and how we should make considered use of limited resources.
Over what period should you measure? Who does the measuring? What criteria/algorithm do you use?
And when do we have enough data to make a judgement (Think Ben Elton’s Blind Faith about a world
both drowning literally and drowning in a sea of data too great to make use of.)
And of course. Are we asking the right questions anyway? (As CS Lewis put it, we may find that some
of our questions are unanswerable because they are nonsensical: How green is round? How red is
square?
And when do we measure? The old ‘Its too early to tell’ comment attributed to Chinese Premier Zhou
Enlai, when asked about the impact of French Revolution by Henry Kissinger (He was in fact
commenting on recent student riots in Paris) is nevertheless held, rightly, as a rebuke to western short
termism. A bit like the attitude of the Venusians in Lewis’s Voyage to Venus. From the butterfly effect
to the ripples sent out by a single stone. When does an action finish having consequences?
And can you measure the really important staff anyway? Beauty, love, freedom. Spirituality,
relationship, truth, mercy, happiness?
If all of this seems a little esoteric, let me land it in a very practical place.
The first report on the Government response to COVID came out this week. Making free use of the
advantages of hindsight and fully embracing a popular desire to apportion blame, it is nevertheless a
first tentative attempt to learn from the past. And the church is trying to do the same. To learn lessons
from COVID: our corporate and individual response, and particularly what we learnt from Lockdown
and Church closure.
But we aRe in such a hurry to get back to normal that we are losing the incredibly precious
opportunity to learn from a unique set of circumstances. And we won’t learn anything of value if we
don’t look at the right things, over the right period, in the right way. And that will take time and
patience.
You never want to waste a serious crisis Rahm Emanuel, Barack Obama’s Chief of Staff in 2008
famously observed. There is so much to learn from the last few months. But we have to avoid moving
on too quickly or trying to learn too quickly.
Perhaps that is the power of Remembrance Sunday. The lessons we learn keep on changing because
we keep on remembering.
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With every blessing and prayers

Tim

Dates for the Diary
th

Café Church: Sunday 24 October, Sunday 7th November, Sunday 28th November at 4:00pm at
St Mary’s. Coffee, cake, informal gathering around the Bible to find out more about God
Sunday 7th November 6:00pm: Bonfire and Barbecue on The Square
Sunday 12th December 6:00pm: Ignite Christmas party

Weddings
Sunday 19th December: 4:00pm: Emma Howard-Smith and Ross Watson Barnsley
Baptisms
Sunday 7th Nov: 11:00am: Eden (Ian & Florence Halfpenny) Bibury
Sunday 21st Nov: 11:00am: Fergus (Clemmie Birtles) Bibury
Saturday 4th December 12 noon: Scarlett (Tommy and Georgis Shann) Bibury
Saturday 18thDecember: 11:30am: Isabella Rose (Giles and Kate Pryor) Barnsley
Sunday 2nd January 11:00am: Emily Allegra (Sarah & Tom Wilson) Bibury
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ARLINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH
www.arlingtonbaptist.org.uk

info@arlingtonbaptist.org.uk

Charity 1192458
prayer@arlingtonbaptist.org.uk

Jeremy Clarkson has recently been awarded the NFU Farming Champion 2021 award. In
his amusing television series “Clarkson`s Farm” not only have the harsh realities of
British farming rung true with farmers but the show has given a greater understanding to
the British public of the issues faced by farmers. In the final episode titled “Harvest”
Clarkson`s land agent advises him there is a short window of opportunity to harvest the
wheat, Jeremy has no combine harvester, doesn`t know how to drive one and all the
local contractors are busy. Luckily his tractor driver Caleb comes to the rescue and
phones his friend who comes and cuts the wheat just in time, saving the crop.
There are so many similarities here with the Bible, now I am not insinuating Jeremy
Clarkson is in any way like Jesus! but in the Bible there are many references to the
urgency of the Harvest in this context the Harvest of souls. Each of us has a soul, the
spiritual or immaterial part of a human being or animal, regarded as immortal, so living
forever; never dying or decaying but the bible tells us we have to make a choice while on
earth, the choice is to save our souls for eternal life in heaven with Jesus or to decide to
ignore this choice and end up in hell forever. Hell we are told will be beyond anything
humanly imaginable! The Bible describes it as ),weeping (Matt 8:12), wailing (Matt
13:42), gnashing of teeth (Matt 13:50), darkness (Matt 25:30), flames (Luke 16:24),
burning (Isa 33:14), torments (Luke 16:23) everlasting punishment! Why would we
choose that? When we are also promised Heaven which is primarily God's dwelling place
in the biblical tradition: a parallel realm where everything operates according to God's
will. Heaven is a place of peace, love, community, and worship, where God is
surrounded by a heavenly court and other heavenly beings.
The comedian Lee Mack said on a Radio 4 show “Its quite odd that people like myself in
their 40s are happy to dismiss the Bible, but iv never read it. I always think if an alien
came down and said, so Lee what`s life all about? What`s earth all about? Tell us
everything... and you said well there is a book here that purports to tell you everything ..
and you go …. Iv never read it …...It would be an odd thing wouldn`t it?
There is an urgency a small window of opportunity while we are on earth for us to make
the biggest most important decision we can ever choose to make, but most of us don`t
bother .Why?
Jesus has a few friends around here in the same way Clarkson`s Tractor driver rang a
friend and saved the harvest, you could make that call or email any of us, we would be
happy to help inform you so that you too can make that most important decision about
your future.
Community Rooms and Kitchen update
The new Kitchen is now in after a few fitting problems and looking good, a large range
oven partly sponsored by the parish council will be commissioned by the time this goes to
print so we now await window fitting and flooring in the community rooms, registering with
the district council then will be able to offer catering services to the community once
again but in a legal and more effective way.
We have offers from various people to be part of voluntary teams who once a month
help prepare and deliver meals and also drivers to bring locals to enjoy company over
lunch, we encourage anyone who would like to volunteer to be in a future team on a once
in 3 month rota to be touch info@arlingtonbaptist.org.uk
Services every Sunday 10.30am All welcome
Sunday 14th November 10.30am Includes Remembrance service placing RBL wreath at
the memorial in Arlington Baptist Church
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Thursday18th November 2.30pm CHIN WAG in the chapel Tea and cake and company All
welcome
Volunteer opportunities for 2022
Would you like to be part of a community team preparing, serving and delivering meals
locally? or could you give time to occasional home visits befriending a lonely local
person? Arlington Baptist Church partnering with the award winning charity Cotswold
Friends are starting a new service in the new year putting together three catering teams,
each team will include 3-4 people one which will be a hygiene certified leader, if you are
interested in volunteering to help prepare meals, serve, deliver or would like training as a
catering leader can we encourage you to be in touch. info@arlingtonbaptist.org.uk or call
Sharon 07974785437

Bibury Church of England Primary School
Sharing a passion for excellence!
Early Years have had a very successful term, settling well into the everyday
life of the school. Each week Early Years meet up with their peers at North
Cerney School further expanding their friendship group. Early Years have made excellent progress
this month learning the sounds of the letters in the alphabet, learning to read their first books and
writing short sentences.
As part of Acorns Class (Key Stage One) our children have produced some high quality writing linked
to an Irish Myth as well as learning about the changing seasons and our weather. This has culminated
in a trip to Lea Wood with the Ernest Cook Trust where we explored the creatures and plants living
in the wood as well as having some campfire fun with our North Cerney friends.
The whole school have been swimming for an hour every week this term and the children have made
rapid progress with their swimming skills. In further sporting endeavours, many of our children took
part in a cross-country event at Kingshill School recently; we were especially proud of how the
children supported each other so positively.
Key Stage Two have been busy learning about the Romans this term as well as honing their science
skills conducting a wide variety of science investigations. On Wednesday 13th October, the children
in Key Stage 2 took part in a K'Nex workshop where they were asked to design an eco-friendly
house. It had to have at least 4 rooms, at least 2 'eco' features and be accessible to all. They
students all engaged enthusiastically with their projects and produced some very creative results.
Once the children had all spoken about their finished models, Mrs Kelly chose her top three and then
a final winner. Congratulations to our 3 top pairs: Evie and Alex, Ben and Raul, and particularly to
Theo and Freddie whose design will represent our school in the final.
We are delighted that we have been able to return to our daily worship in the church this term which
contributes so centrally to the family feel of our school. We were very proud of our children at the
recent Harvest Festival service on Sunday 3rd October, where a high proportion of our children were
able to attend and represent our school so confidently. They presented the Parable of the Sower, led
readings, prayers and performed our Harvest Song. They were all a credit to their families and the
school.
Suki Pascoe, Head Teacher ‘*Great Oaks from little acorns grow*’ Bibury C of E Primary School
* Tel: 01285 740268 * E-mail: admin@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk *for more information take a look
at our website: www.bibury.gloucs.sch.uk or come and visit us.
Bibury PTA can be contacted directly on ptabibury@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk
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Best film. Best director. Best actor.
Be there or Be square
Following on from the huge success of our Gala Cinema Evening, which attracted a near-record
crowd and a spontaneous round of applause for the film Dream Horse, we are delighted to
announce that this month’s film to be shown on Thursday, 4 November will be the Oscarwinning Nomadland.
“a beautifully rendered tale of what it means to be disenfranchised in America.
Life on the road has never been so tenderly captured, politically alive and profoundly
moving” Empire
“hauntingly beautiful, beguiling and poetic while not sugar coating a
difficult lifestyle” Rotten Tomatoes
Inspired by the ‘new nomads’ of recession-hit America, this triple Oscar winning ode to
community mixes actors with non-professionals giving the film an air of documentary-style
authenticity. It follows recently widowed and cash-strapped, Fern (Frances
McDormand) who decides to leave her long-time hometown of Empire, Nevada - a town wiped
off the map by the closure of its sole industry - and strike out on her own.
Mark Kermode writing in The Observer said “Like a more adventurous Stateside relative of
Maggie Smith’s Miss Shepherd in The Lady in the Van, Fern packs her life into a vehicle and
heads off into an uncertain future. But rather than becoming hospitably marooned on a cramped
driveway in Camden, her pioneering spirit has the vast horizons of America ahead. Frances
McDormand is typically convincing as Fern – another indomitable outsider role in which she
immerses herself completely, earning her third best actress Oscar”.
Covid security reminder:
Chairs will be suitably spaced. Hand sanitisers are located in the entrance lobby, main hall and corridor to
the toilets. Mask wearing is optional but is encouraged in crowded areas.
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Bibury Parish Council – October 2021
Only 1 Councillor was unable to be at our meeting where the following was discussed:
1.
2.
3.
a.

b.

c.
d.
e.

f.

4.

5.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Cllr Chapman declared an interest in Planning Item c.
No District Councillors were present at this meeting.
Clerk’s Report:
Parking Traffic Regulation Order: Three members were selected by the Parish Council to meet
with specialist Highways Officers from Glos CC and that meeting reported thus: “A site meeting
related to Independent Safety Audit was held on Wed 6th October. Traffic Regulation Order
Manager – Glos CC subsequently indicated that she had asked GCC Highways to draw up the plans
and associated legal documentation in line with what was discussed. Once approved, they will be
sent to the Parish Council team for review before being letter dropped to the residents. A 21-day
period will be given to the residents to air their concerns informally. Once the 21-day period has
ended, feedback will be evaluated, proposals amended and then to proceed with statutory and
formal public consultation.”.
Notice Boards: The doors in the new boards have been modified as they were not closing
following movement in the wood. The refurbished board will be installed at Arlington Fields by
the time of our next meeting..
Defibrillator Cabinet at Rack Isle: Showing significant wear and a replacement, unlocked casing is
being sought and Councillors will be briefed at our next meeting.
Community Speed Watch: The Clerk can put any group in touch with the Police Co-ordinator if
they wish for full guidance in setting one up.
20 mph Speed Limits through Villages: A motion was put through at CDC for the default speed
limit through villages & built up areas to be 20 mph & they are liaising with Glos CC.
There was also discussion about roundels at gateways as a reminder of speed limits but there was
a risk of too many signs & it was agreed not to go ahead with this yet.
CDC Budget: Residents and businesses are being urged to give their views on the CDC spending
plans as it prepares next year’s budget, especially on key areas including car parking, council tax
etc. A short survey can be found on the Council’s website with the survey closing on Friday 19th
November.
Letter to Thames Water It was agreed to write to Thames Water expressing concern regarding
the need for a pumping lorry on The Street after heavy rainfall & its effect on sewage tanks in
Arlington Row.
Planning: There were no objections raised to any of the following plans:
21/03217/FUL & 21/03660/LBC 1782 Arlington Green: Erection of outbuilding.
21/03659/FUL John Brown’s Cottage, Ablington: Demolition of outbuilding & erection of home
office.
21/03574/LBC Long Cottage, Arlington Farm Lane: Construction of 4th dormer window,
bathroom installation.
21/03435/FUL Pertley House, Arlington: Erection of garage outbuilding.
21/03490/FUL & 21/03491/LBC: The Walled Garden, Church Road: Erection of pool house,
outdoor swimming pool & associated works.
The following plan has been withdrawn: Sundial Cottage, Arlington Green: Removal of false
floor in cellar.
The following plan has been refused: Old Stable Cottage, Hawkers

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 9th November 2021 & Tuesday 14th December 2021, 19.00pm.
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BIBURY CRICKET CLUB
The season ended in great disappointment for Bibury when a confluence of events resulted in
our relegation to division two of the CDCA league system. A lack of player availability was a
significant factor in our demise. We played one game with 8 players and most matches with
less than a full team. We definitely need to create a larger squad for next season .
Overall, I would rate the season as a success with the mid week 20 over team ably led by
Jamie Cowell reaching the semi finals of the mid week championship.
Sundays is all about enjoyment not competition and the Sunday team had a great year with
some really close games.
The Fun Day on August bank holiday Monday was a great success and raised more than £
2000 for club funds. A big thank you to all our sponsors and volunteers on the day and
especially to Jenny Hedgeland whose amazing energy with the raffle was the major
contributor to the finances.
We look forward now to the post covid revival of the Duck Race which will be held on Boxing
Day at 11.15 am. Tickets available from the usual sources in November. Meanwhile, if you
would like to play cricket or have children and friends that interested , Bibury CC is the club
for you !
Leslie Smith
BIBURY FOOTBALL CLUB

September finished with a very good away win 4-0 at Leonard Stanley Archie Day with 2
goals and Dan Jones with 2 goals
October started with a bit of a shock home defeat 6-3 to FC Lakeside Dec Keen Scott
Reynolds and an own goal for Bibury
Next up was an away win 3-1 at Vinney st Swithens Scott Reynolds with a hat trick for
Bibury then a very good 2-0 home win over Newent Town Res in the county cup
November fixtures are
6/11 2pm home to Kings Stanley
13/11 2pm away to Barnwood United
20/11 2pm away to Whitecroft county cup
27/11 2pm away to Chesterton local Derby
November bingo will be held on Monday 22nd from 7-30
Grand Xmas bingo will be held on Monday 20th of December
A fund raising race night will be held on November 20th starting at 7pm
BIBURY VILLAGE HALL
The good news is that nearly all of our planned improvements are now in place. The
Gala Evening at the last Rural cinema was well attended and had a nostalgic feel with
pop-corn and ice cream and a feel good film! Thanks to Roger and Angela Staton and
Barry Brandon for all their hard work. Next month’s rural cinema film will be the Oscarwinning Nomadland. Showing in the village Hall on Thursday 4th November Film starts
at 7.30pm
Our traditional Christmas Fayre has changed! New look and new time and new name!
Christmas Event - Lunchtime 11am to 1 pm Saturday 27th November - Bibury
Village Hall
There will be the usual Raffle, Bottles Gifts, Cakes & Produce stalls but they will be
joined by various craft stalls by local artisans. Mulled wine and mince pies will be on sale
to create the Christmas spirit! Refreshments of soup, cakes and tea and coffee will be
available.
So come and join us over lunchtime to get some early Christmas presents.
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(And as always contributions to the gifts, bottle or cake & produce stall would be most
welcome – please contact any of the committee.)
And finally – early notice of our forthcoming AGM on Thursday 20th ~January 2022.
At an earlier time of 6pm !
WEDNESDAY CLUB
The Wednesday Club will meet on Wednesday 24th November in Bibury Village Hall
2- 4 pm. We are hoping to have someone from ‘Cotswold Friends’ and ‘Men in Sheds’ to
talk to us about their work. It should be of interest to all, male and females, young and
old!
Do come along! See posters for details.
COLN CRAFT CLUB – Meeting Thursday 11 November – 2 – 4 pm
BLOCK PRINTING DEMONSTRATION & WORKSHOP
Our own Victoria and Bev will be showing us how to block print on fabric or card.
They will come with their own blocks and paints and show us how to print and what
pitfalls to avoid! They produce some delightful tea towels, bags etc but will concentrate
on giving us the chance to produce some cards, gift tags or wrapping paper and
demonstrate ways to make them unique. If you have some plain cards, gift tags or paper
or fabric you would like to embellish – bring it along. There will be some items for us to
use but we will need to re-imburse them for their stock. There may even be items to buy!
Please come and join us for this chance to see block printing in action and to have a go
yourself! As usual, cost will be £3 and will include refreshments.
See you in Bibury Village Hall 2 – 4pm on Thursday 11th November.
Christmas Wreath Making Workshop
The Bibury Primary School PTA invite you to join them on Friday 10th December,6.30pm
at Bibury Football Club for an enjoyable, festive evening making Christmas wreaths. For
just £25 per person all materials will be provided and they will have a wreath expert on
hand to help you create your masterpiece! All proceeds go to Bibury Primary School.
Please contact ptabibury@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk or admin@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk to book
your place.

Could you be a HomeHome-Start Volunteer? Do you have parenting
experience? Can you give 22-3 hours during the week to help local families
with young children? Being a parent is hard, especially if you do not
have family and friends nearby to help. We train volunteers to visit
families and provide them with non-judgemental, confidential
support. Our next FREE training course will run in Cirencester every
Wed morning during term time for 8 weeks, from midmid-Jan to midmid-Mar 2022 (dates to be
confirmed).
confirmed)
For further information please call us on 01285 885391, email office@home-startcotswolds.org.uk or visit our website: www.home-start-cotswolds.org.uk We’d love to hear
from you!
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Phishing e-mails
There are always a collection of ‘dubious’ e-mails in the Village Life mailbox but this
month there seem to be a string of strange looking attachments of one sort or another
labelled ‘invoice’, ‘refund’ or ‘prize’. These are potentially dangerous and allow access to
the computer so they wont even get a quick peek, but this one caught my eye:
“Hi,
My late husband contacted you last year before the pandemic. So sad he passed
early this year. I'm looking to get all types of work done in and out of our building.
Please let me know if I can get a quote to our plan attached to this email.”
Many thanks”
The tinge of sadness around a relative passing might just generate enough sympathy to
lead me into trouble, so please be careful with uninvited e-mail.
If you want to contact Village Life and are not a regular contributor please feel free to email but please don’t attach a file as we may inadvertently ignore the message.
On a more positive note we have been told we won $1.5 M in the powerball. Six times. In
Mexico. Don’t believe all you get sent !
Wanted for community project
Sofas, Good clean condition, from non smoking and non doggy home collection will be
arranged 07974785437
ROUND AND ABOUT

Welcome back to Ivy Tomblin and daughters and granddaughter who are visiting from
the United States.
Best wishes to Ian Lomax from Ablington who is recovering after heart surgery.
Goodbye to the kingfisher from the trout farm which we understand was auctioned this
week.
Congratulations to John Mander and Haylee who have finally married after several
postponements due to covid and lockdown.
The National Trust have cut a lot of the weeds around Arlington Row. It is suggested that
cattle may be grazed there during the winter – watch this (that) space.
HEAVENS ABOVE

On the first of the month, Mercury and Jupiter enter bringing positive vibes all around and
by the 12th , Neptune will be joining them - All Good.
The 19th is a lunar eclipse joining in the good vibes that occur this month. But Saturn
comes on the 27th to ground us all.
POEM FOR THE MONTH - November - A poem by Elizabeth Coatsworth.

November comes and November goes
With the last red berries
And the first white snows.
With night coming early
And dawn coming late
Ice in the bucket
And Frost on the gate
The fires burn
The kettle sings
And earth sinks to rest
Until next spring.
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For Sale
A Heritage brand new porcelain sink with chrome taps on a chrome stand. Is offered for
sale. This is approximately 68cm at widest x 70cm high x 41cm depth at widest. Retails
around £650. Can be collected from Winson. £200 ono
Approximately 4.2sqm of dry stone walling, ready for collection from Winson. £100 ono.
Buyer may need to arrange demolition.
For either item please contact Gillie Coghlan, e-mail secretary@rluard.com or Tel: 01285
720991
Mob: 07879 607248 for further details. Photos are available.
THE OLD MAN OF THE PIKE
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Well things are getting back a little to more normal, booster jabs and flu jabs are well
under way, but let us hope that they are not tested to their limits this winter. Prices seem
to be rocketing al-round and many reasons given for them, from Covid 19 through to
shortage of HGV drivers. Best watch our spending and not blow to much on Christmas
this year. Most Clubs and Organisations seem to be opening up again after their enforced
closures with a certain amount of apprehension on meeting up with everybody again, I
am sure this will improve as time passes. It just takes time for people to adjust from being
told to keep isolated from each other to being able to meet up again. I think some effort
will be needed by members to get some Clubs running smoothly again. Let us hope that
we do not lose any of them.
The weather has been fairly kind and warm for us and autumn is beginning to show it’s
colours. The garden has finished most of summer crops and hopefully it will not too wet
to get it turned over for any frost to do it’s work, nothing better in the spring than a good
frost tilth ready for the next season. The bird feeds have been visited regularly with the
usual range of birds, the tits have been busy but the finches have not come in from the
fields yet. The spotted woodpecker has been calling on a regular basis and we have had
a nuthatch a number of times. There looks as if most trees and bushes have a
reasonable crop and we can only hope that the winter is not too severe and there is
enough food for the wildlife.
Now November is upon us it is time to remember our fallen troops from the past and
hope that we do not have to add more in the future. It is also time to begin thinking of
Christmas and getting stocked up for the festive season, but give some thought to those
who are not as well off as you might be. Remember it is the though that counts.

Village history: How oak beams can unlock the secrets a building’s history
I mentioned in the previous article about witches marks that it was a tree-ring dating
expert who had brought them to my attention. What about the real reason he was in my
house - to try and date the timbers ?
Well, that produced a good result as well.
Our house is a barn conversion done in the 1990s. But exactly when the stone barn
itself was originally built is not clear. The only piece of historic evidence I had found
was in a 1769 Manor map of Bibury that shows clearly the original barn, with its
distinctive shape. So at least it was in place by 1769. But for how long before that ?
There are plenty of exposed structural beams in the house – some are oak, some are
elm - so we wondered if these might provide a date for the construction of the barn.
As a keen watcher of TV’s Time Team programmes, I knew that what we wanted was a
dendrochronologist. There are only a handful in the UK, so we contacted Dr. Andy
Moir (mainly on the basis that he happens to be based in Gloucestershire). It was a
good choice.
How this specialised analytical process works is that holes are carefully drilled deep
into oak beams (the best for tree-ring dating). This produces a plug of wood showing a
cross section through the tree rings. Each ring represents one year of the tree’s life, and
how the ring looks reveals what the weather conditions were like that year. By
comparing the pattern of rings with an ever-expanding library of reference samples, the
tree can be accurately dated.
In our case, the investigation produced clear results. It turns out that all the samples
Andy took consistently gave late 1765 and early 1766 as the years the trees were cut
13

down. So we can assume that the barn was constructed in 1766 or soon after. This fits
in with the evidence of the 1769 map. The study also revealed that the trees were
approaching 120 years old when they were felled, and from managed woodland.
It’s a lot of effort just to arrive at a precise date, but it does mean that ongoing research
can be more focused. What was happening in this period in Arlington ? Who owned the
farm ? Why was a big barn built in 1765/6 ?
Footnote: Mostly the aim of dendrochronology is to date a sample of oak. But the
technique has evidently become so refined that sometimes the analysis can also reveal
where the tree grew. This is not especially useful in the case of timbers used for
housebuilding, as the timbers would have been locally sourced. But imagine the value
when timbers from historic sunken ships are studied.
© Roger Staton
FURTHER AFIELD

Compelling Classical Music from the Cathedral of the Cotswolds
Enjoy Musical Fireworks at the Cotswold Festival Of Music's Bonfire Night
Concert, Northleach Church, Friday November 5th 6.30pm.
Under Music Director, Steven Devine, the night will feature double harpsichord and
strings playing the music of Georg Philipp Telemann and Johann Sebastian Bach, with a
finale of Georg Friedrich Handel’s Music for the Royal Fireworks.
Tickets and more information at www.cotswoldfestivalofmusic.com

13TH NOVEMBER 2-5pm CHARITY CRAFT FAIR LECHLADE MEMORIAL HALL

A host of festive stalls. Light refreshments available. Tattoos and a craft area for
children. All stalls are now sold, if anyone would like to go on a cancellation list then
please get in touch. For further information please contact Val Harvey on 07540798226
or voluntarycarservicelof@gmail.com. The Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Raffle will
be drawn at the above event. Tickets are on sale now, available by emailing
gm@friendsoffairford.org.uk . COULD YOU HELP OUT IN OUR CHARITY SHOP
If you, or anyone you know could help, please visit the shop, call 01367 252189 or
email Fairford.lof@hotmail.com.
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED URGENTLY

Our team of volunteer drivers provide a lifeline to many in our community who need to
get to their medical appointments at the GPs and hospitals. We urgently need more
drivers to help with this vital community service. Car running costs are paid for. If you
think you can help, please contact Val Harvey on 07540 798226 or email Val at
voluntarycarservicelof@gmail.com
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