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'VILLAGE LIFE' 

DATES FOR THE DIARY                                                                                 ISSUE No.433  
 
MARCH 2019 
Friday  29th  Village Pop Up Lent Lunch – Arlington Baptist Chapel schoolroom  12.30pm 
 
APRIL 2019 
Monday   1st   Bibury Village Hall Management Committee meeting, village Hall    7:00pm 
Tuesday   9th  Bibury Parish Council Meeting in Bibury Village Hall 
Wednesday 10th  Bibury Gardening Club : Speaker Rosie Hardy on Perennial Plants 
  in Bibury Village Hall                                                                                  7:15pm 
Thursday  11th  Coln Crafters in Bibury Village Hall  2:00 - 4:00pm 
Wednesday  17th  Bibury with Barnsley W.I., Bibury Village Hall,Speaker:  Angela  Panrucker 
   on 'Pup signs'   First Evening meeting                                                  7.00pm 
Friday  19th  The Nail, at St Mary’s Barnsley            1:30pm 
Saturday  27th  Jumble sale: Cirencester Relay for Life for Cancer Research    
  Bibury Village Hall  2.00pm to 3.30pm 
Monday 29th  April Bingo at Bibury Football Club  
Tuesday 30th Rural cinema in bibury village Hall   "First Man"             7:00pm for 7:30pm start 
 
MAY 
Thursday  4th     May Bibury AFC Awards Evening 
Tuesday  14th  Bibury Parish Council Meeting - Venue tba 
Thursday  16th  Christian Aid Big Brunch in Baptist Schoolroom                        10am to 1.30pm 
Saturday  19th  Barnsley Festival 
 
JUNE 
Friday   1st  Treorchy Male  Voice Choir in St Mary's Church , Bibury 
 

VILLAGE LIFE PANEL  
Treasurer: Mr Roger King, 8 Pike Villas, The Pike, Arlington, Bibury                           740510  
Secretary: Mrs Wendy Challinor, Chestnut Grove, Arlington, Bibury                            740021  
Mr Neil Harvey: Technical Director, 2 Meadowlands, The Pike, Arlington                    740295  
Mr Chris Dunn, Four winds , Ablington                                                                          740823 
Mrs Sarah French, 11 Arlington Fields, Bibury                                                              740698  
Mrs Claire McDermott, 5 Aldsworth Road, Bibury                                                         740190 
Mrs Sarah Smith, 7 Arlington Fields, Arlington                                                              740214 
Please Note: if you wish to put an article  or advert in ‘Village Life’ magazine it should be sent to 
    biburyvillagelife@hotmail.com 

 
 
BIBURY, BARNSLEY & WINSON CHRCHES Bibury Vicarage, Gloucestershire, GL7 5NT                                   
Tim.hastie-smith@hotmail.com         01285 740301                                                                     
 
Dear Friends 
 
April represents a time of not insignificant change in the Vicarage this year. Our lovely new puppy, 
Taba, (born on 1st January) continues to transform our lives, as we say farewell for four and a half 
months to our youngest, Alice, as she heads off to the Far East on her ‘gap year’ travels. 
Meanwhile I stand down after eight and a half years as National director of Scripture Union, 
radically reducing travel and my obscene carbon footprint. What comes next remains a little ‘up in 
the air’ but hopefully it will involve a diocesan role that combines sports ministry and work with 
young people and explores some vital questions about what it means to be church. What won’t 
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change is my commitment to Bibury, Winson and Barnsley. You’re stuck with me for the 
foreseeable future! However, it’s just possible that you may at some point in the next couple of 
years notice a significant improvement in my hearing as I have been accepted for cochlea implant 
treatment that might just restore something that I had thought that I had lost forever. 
By the time this delivered BibLit will be over but planning for BibLit 2020 is already underway. 27-
29 March 2020. Do let me know if you would like to be involved in anyway. To maintain 
momentum, historian, Andrew Roberts will be with us on 7th June. 
More pressingly there are quite a number of things I would like to draw your attention to from the 
cornucopia of things listed below 

1) Compline every Friday in St Mary’s Barnsley at 5:30 during Lent, and I shall  be speaking at 
St Mary’s Kempsford at 7:30pm on Tuesday 9th April with John Partington as part of our 
team Lenten series 

2) Mothering Sunday is on Sunday 31st March. Do come and join us for a joint service with 
ABC (Arlington Baptist Church) led by pupils from Bibury School. Chocolate, daffodils and 
hugs aplenty (Sundays don’t count in Lent) and cake and fizz afterwards to celebrate Ian 
and Lillian Muir’s 65th wedding anniversary (actually falls on 24th) 

3) The smell of polish is in the air on Saturday 13th April at Bibury as we embark on our annual 
spring clean. All are welcome to come along for coffee and cake and to criticise the efforts 
of the worker bees (Vicar and churchwarden) We will conclude with a BBQ 

4) The following day is Palm Sunday when Rosie the donkey will lead our service. We start in 
the Square and conclude in the Square with drinks and nibbles. 

5) Good Friday this year (19th April) brings an all-star cast to St Mary’s Barnsley for a one off 
reading of Bishop Stephen Cottrell’s The Nail. Not to be missed 

6) Meanwhile ‘pop-up’ teas, lunch and coffee are coming (with ABC), and Ignite for 6-16 year 
olds is back on the road under the leadership of Rianna Read. If you would like to be 
involved in any way do please let me know (The Elves’ Easter party takes place on Monday 
1st April at 5:30) 

7) I am currently in the process of updating the parish electoral roll for presentation at the 
APCM (Annual Parochial Church Meeting) on Friday 12th April. Do please let me know if 
you would like to be enrolled. 

8) Finally, places are filling fast for our Israel trip in May 2020. Do please let either Joanne or I 
know if you are interested in coming. 

 
 

With every blessing                       Tim  

Easter in Bibury, Winson and Barnsley 
Monday 1st April  5:30pm: Bibury Kids Easter Party and Parachute Construction at Bibury church 
with the Easter Bunny and egg hunt 
Friday 5th April: 2:15pm: Creating the Easter Garden with Bibury School 
Saturday 13th April: Bibury Church Spring Clean: Coffee, cake & BBQ.10:00-1:00 
Sunday 14th April: Palm Sunday: 11:00am @ Bibury: Procession led by Rosie the donkey 
followed by refreshments in the Square 
Monday 15th April: 7:00pm Prayer Meeting and supper at The Vicarage 
Thursday 18th April: Maundy Thursday: 6:00pm: Holy Communion @ Bibury 
 Friday 19th April: Good Friday: 1:30pm: The Nail: A Meditation by Bishop Stephen Cottrell 
With Jackie Colburn, Rt Hon Sir Tony Baldry, Bishop Greg Brewer, Countess Bathurst, Bishop 
Bob Evens and General Sir Evelyn Webb-Carter @ Barnsley 
 

Sunday 21st April: Easter Sunday 
9:15am: Holy Communion @ Winson 

10:15am: Holy Communion @ Barnsley 
11:15am: Family Communion @ Bibury 

 Followed by Parachute Drop from the Church tower. Prizes! 
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Further Dates for the Diary 

Saturday 13th April: Church and Churchyard Spring cleaning                                      

Saturday 19th May: Barnsley Festival.                                                                           

Sunday 20th May: at 6:00pm Festival Service of Celebration followed by refreshments                                                                                                                

Thursday 30th May: 8:00am Ascension Day Holy Communion with Bishop David Jennings followed by 

breakfast at the Vicarage                                                                            

Saturday 1st June:     Treorchy Choir returns to Bibury. Tickets available from 

WWW.BIBURYFESTIVALS.COM                                                                                    

 Friday 7th June: Acclaimed historian Andrew Roberts at St Mary’s Bibury speaking about his new 

bestseller Churchill                                                                                                 

Thursday 13th June: Bibury Kids: it’s a Knockout                                                         

 Sunday 30th June: 11:00am Renewal of Wedding Vows at Bibury followed by cake and champagne at 

the Vicarage                                                                                              

 

Service 
Schedule 

April 2019   

 Bibury Barnsley Winson 
Friday 5th  5.30pm Compline  

Sunday 7th 

 

 Lent 5 

11am 
CW Communion 
 
Modern language 
communion service  

  9.30am 
BCP Communion 
 
Prayer book communion 
service 

Friday 12th  5.30pm Compline  
Sunday 14th  
 
Palm Sunday 
 

11am 
CW Communion with 
Palm Sunday 
Procession from The 
Square 
 
Modern language 
communion service 

  

Thurs 18th 
Maundy Thursday 

6pm 
Holy Communion 
 

  

Friday 19th 
 
Good Friday 

 1.30pm The Nail 
 
A Good Friday Meditation 

 

Sunday 21st 
 
Easter Sunday 

11.15am 
Easter Family 
Communion 
 
Modern language 
Communion 

10.15am 
CW Easter 
Communion 
 
Modern language 
Communion 

9.15am 
BCP Easter 
Communion 
 
Prayer Book Communion 

Sunday 28th 

 
Easter 2 

11am 
Morning Prayer 

 
Modified Matins 

9.30am 
CW Communion 

 
Modern language  
Communion  

 

Sunday 5th May 
 
Easter 3 

11am 
CW Communion 
 
Modern language 
communion 

 9.30am 
BCP Communion 
 
Prayer book Communion 

 

Churchwardens: Jackie Colburn          Elizabeth Gledhill  Lavinia Sidgwick                                                           

01451 860212          01285 740836  01285 720682        

                                                                          Davina Wynne-Jones              

       01285 740638 

                                                           

http://www.biburyfestivals.com/
http://www.biburyfestivals.com/
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Vicar    Tim Hastie-Smith 01285 740301                                                    

ARLINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
The bit of sunshine in February was a lovely bonus although the snowdrops wilted in the heat! 
Now lots of you around the village are booking or talking about your summer holidays.    
Can you Imagine boarding a plane to go on a dream holiday? When you are seated the pilot 
welcomes you on board but after take off  he announces sadly we have no destination. The fasten 
the seatbelt sign stays on continuously and turbulence is continual! 
So we are on a journey with no destination being buffeted around as we travel. Does this sound 
like our lives? 
Most of the time life doesn't warn us of the unsettling things coming our way and we have no idea 
where it will ultimately take us. God our Father knows and cares about our journey and all its 
pitfalls/turbulence. What if our journey is wonderful? But what is the point if there is no destination? 
In Philippians 1;23  “If our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone 
in the world.” Thank God there is more! Its called heaven and promised to be better by far than 
anything we experience in this life. So climb on board and buckle up pray to Father God to take 
you on his journey to his promised destination. 
As I write this we are looking forward to the POP IN Lent lunch on 29th March but if you miss this 
do make a date for the Big Brunch on 18th May for Christian aid week when we will open the 
schoolrooms again for a POP UP Meal and natter. 
 
Services for April every Sunday at 10.30pm ALL WELCOME 
 
April14th Everyone invited to a Lively Celebration service led by Steven Chandanam and his 
band from CBC followed by coffee and chat. 
 
CHRISTIAN AID BIG BRUNCH   Thursday May 16th in the Schoolrooms from 10 til 1.30pm 
Bacon and sausage sandwiches or a Full English? Fresh tea and coffee and a delicious cake or 
two or fruit if you prefer, enjoy helping raise money to help others. Please all come along to this 
village POP UP event. 
 
 
 
WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF  PRAYER - A thank you 
Sincere thanks to all of you who attended  or took part in the Women's World day of  Prayer at the 
Baptist Church at the  service held at the beginning of March.   The service was written by the 
women of Slovenia  and was on the theme of  'Come - Everything is ready!'  and reflected the 
differing roles of women in Slovenia during the changing economic and  political changes of that 
country.    A cheque for £100 was sent to the organisers of the Women's World Day of Prayer who 
use the money to fund various projects around the  world.                                 . 
 
Next year's Women's Day of Prayer Service will be written by the  women on Zimbabwe and will 
be  on the theme of 'Rise!  Take up your mat and walk'. 
           Jean Stringer 

 

Cleaner 
A cleaner  needed  for a house in Bibury for 3 - 6 hours a week. 
Please Contact Pam 07785 542296. 
 
 
BIBURY VILLAGE HALL 
March saw various maintenance issues dealt with by the committee   The hall heating equipment 
needed two new fan belts and it is now working well and we are reminded by the installers that the 
heating controls should not need altering and that  the temperature setting of 23ºc should be 
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sufficient to maintain a comfortable level of heating -   increasing the temperature does not heat 
the hall any quicker! 
All the  portable  equipment in the hall has been PAT Tested and the under the sink water heater 
has been replaced and is now above the sink which should make it easier for hirers to remember 
to turn it off after use.   The meeting to discuss the schedule for the Bibury Show has also been 
held so this is an early reminder for the Bibury Show Saturday 20th July.  the Vegetables and 
Flower sections remain largely unchanged because they are season dependent .So that you have 
plenty of warning to get your entries started - especially for the  Handicraft and Photography 
sections. Here are the classes for these: 
 
Handicrafts Section :   
Class 
1. A handmade soft toy. 
2. A handmade Congratulations Card 
3. A  fabric wreath 
4. A small piece of  embroidery or cross stitch 
5. A piece of jewellery  made out of recycled materials 
6. A painting in any medium 
7. A door stop made out of any  material. 
8. An animal head made out of vegetables 
 
Photography: Class 
1. Rivers and streams 
2. Bent or Broken 
3. Movement 
4. Birds - a montage of up to four photographs on a piece of paper or card no larger than  A4 
 
The schedules should be ready by the end of next month so you will still have time to plan your 
entries for the other sections. 
            WLC 
 
BIBURY AFC 
  
The Cheltenham Gold Cup Event at the Club was well attended and enjoyed by all. 
 April Bingo will be held on Monday, 29th. 
 The Players Awards Evening is being held on Saturday, 4th May, 2019. 
 Having gained no points during the past month relegation looms even larger. 
 
 
BIBURY CRICKET CLUB 
I write this update on the first day of Spring which signifies also that the new cricket season is 
close to launch. Yes , I know what you are thinking... only two months before the next England 
batting collapse ! 
 
The Bibury CC first eleven will play their first league match away at Avening & Cherington on 
Saturday 4th May. The mid week 20-20 team have an away friendly against Siddington on 
Wednesday 1st May  
( to be played at Ampney Crucis )  then kick off their pursuit of glory in the mid week Cup at 
Lechlade on 22nd May . Your noble Sunday warriors kick off with the traditional opener at North 
Cerney ( with post match analysis at the Bathurst Arms ! ) on 12th May. 
 
We welcome any new players, irrespective of ability, age or gender. 
Leslie Smith      07867 467433 
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BIBURY GARDENING CLUB 
 
“I sometimes wonder,” National Trust ranger Ellie Castle told last month’s meeting of the garden 
club, “what all those tourists who visit Bibury would think if they knew that the Rack Isle was a 
haven for snakes.” 
Ellie has worked for the National Trust for around 18 months, and is based at Sherborne, where 
Springwatch was filmed in 2017 and 2018. She showed us a clip of one of the presenters 
interviewing her about the grass snakes on Rack Isle, and how they found a baby grass snake 
hiding under a piece of corrugated iron. Ellie and her team put the metal down specially for the 
snakes, because it heats up quickly in the warmth of the sun and provides them with a snug 
shelter. 
As well as Bibury and Sherborne, Ellie also works at the Roman Villa at Chedworth, home to the 
famous Roman snails with their distinctive pale shells. These are so carefully protected that even 
Ellie has to have a licence in order to handle them. Apparently, the population hasn’t expanded a 
great deal in the 2,000 years that they have been resident in the Cotswolds. Ellie told us they are 
fussy eaters, and prefer a warmer environment than our native British snails, so they haven’t 
spread much beyond the sheltered Chedworth valley. 
One animal that is not a fussy eater is the water vole, which is happy to include 227 different plant 
species in its diet. The Rack Isle is home to a healthy population of water voles, as well as otters, 
kingfishers, slow worms and grass snakes. 
Ellie explained that, while some people feel that the Rack Isle ought to be turned into a village 
green, with benches, and mown grass, it is a crucial habitat, particularly for water voles which 
declined by 90 per cent in the UK between 1989 and 1998. 
Ideally, the National Trust likes it to be grazed by Belted Galloway cows, whose black and white 
bodies always remind me of mint humbugs. Unfortunately, the herd normally used were diagnosed 
with TB last year, and so the NT topped the meadow mechanically. 
However, while the Rack Isle might not be manicured in the horticultural sense of the word, it is 
very carefully managed. This is important in order to stop invasive or alien plants out-competing 
native species. Yellow monkey flower (mimulus), for example, which grows along the banks of the 
Coln in Bibury, spreads readily via watercourses and is often sold as a marginal plant for ponds. It 
doesn’t pose a danger to wildlife, but it is not a native, and it takes up space that could be used by 
a plant that is more beneficial to local fauna. 
 
Next month, on Wednesday 10 April, Rosy Hardy – winner of 22 gold medals at the Chelsea 
Flower Show – will be talking to the garden club about perennials and bringing some 
favourites from her nursery near Whitchurch in Hampshire. 
 
Bibury Gardening Club meets on the second Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall at 
7.15pm. Membership is £25 per year or £5 entry on a pay-as-you-go basis for non-members, 
which includes tea/coffee. For membership inquiries, please contact Victoria Summerley 
(v.summerley@hotmail.com) or Jenny Lawrenson (e.lawrenson171@btinternet.com). 
 
Victoria Summerley 
 

 

Gardener 
Gardener needed in Bibury  to mow lawn, some weeding and planting @ 6 hours a 
week. 
Please contact Pam on 07785 542296. 
 
 

 

mailto:v.summerley@hotmail.com
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BIBURY CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL   Sharing a passion for excellence! 

 

March sees the beginning of Lent and the children and staff of Bibury School have been exploring 
all the different aspects of this church season.  Both Infant and Junior classes had RE lessons 
about Lent and the children discussed things they could take up rather than give up this year.  We 
also looked at some of the Christian Aid ideas and felt we could try to give up single-use plastic 
but were less sure about going for an hour each day without electricity!  
 
On Shrove Tuesday the whole school enjoyed pancakes with a difference, courtesy 
of Cotswold Creperie, a mobile pancake and crepe company, run by one of our parents.  No 
traditional lemon and sugar for the children this year, as they were able to sample the delights of 
chocolate and bananas among other exciting fillings.  Our thanks to Mrs Angel for providing this 
Shrove Tuesday treat.  
 
The mood changed the next day when the school went to church for the traditional Ash 
Wednesday service which included the burning of a Palm Sunday cross from last year and the 
ashes being used as a sign of penitence and preparation for the journey towards Easter.   
 
Very few school children have the opportunity to experience an Ash Wednesday service but we 
are very fortunate to have such close links with the church.  Also our close involvement with the 
church helps the children to understand the church year, having recently enjoyed a Christingle 
Service for Candlemas and with Mothering Sunday and Easter to look forward to as we progress 
through Lent.  
 
The Nature Quiz 
 
For those who don’t know what the nature quiz is, it’s a competition between Primary schools run 
by the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust. 
 
This year we have an all-girl team which is Ava, Tabitha, Olivia, Freya and Abigail.  Our first match 
was at home.  It was against Birdlip and we won by nine points.  Our second match was against 
Kemble and we won by one and a half points!  It was a really nerve-racking win and an extremely 
close match.  We are still swotting for the next round.    
 
We must say a massive thank you to the marvellous Dr. Smith and to the wonderful Mrs Feltham 
for helping us get this far.  We also need to say a great big thank you to Bibury C of E Primary 
School for supporting us all the way through the nature quiz and one final thank you to Mrs Juliet 
Carron for being an excellent quiz master. 
 
Suki Pascoe, Head Teacher ‘*Great Oaks from little acorns grow*’ Bibury C of E Primary School * Tel:  01285 

740268 * E-mail: admin@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk *for more information take a look at our website:  

www.bibury.gloucs.sch.uk or come and visit us.  

Bibury PTA can be contacted directly on ptabibury@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

 

AN APOLOGY FROM THE PUBLICATION PANEL 

Apologies to the Cricket Club and the Football Club for confusing their entries last month and also 

for omitting a thank you from :Ian Muir for the help he had received in January.   Somehow his 

thank you was not printed.  We have (and still are!)  typists in training.   We are always on the look 

out for some new typists - so let us know if you are interested! 

 

mailto:admin@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:admin@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:ptabibury@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:ptabibury@bibury.gloucs.sch.uk
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RURAL CINEMA 
Tuesday 30th April 

in 
Bibury Village Hall 

First Man 
Cert PG (13) 

Starring:Ryan Gosling Claire Foy, Jason Clarke, Kyle Chandler, Corey Stoll, Ciarán 
Hinds, Christopher Abbott, Patrick Fugit, 

The riveting story of NASA’s mission to land a man on the moon, focusing on Neil Armstrong and 
the years 1961-1969. A visceral, first-person account, based on the book by James R. Hansen, 
the movie explores the sacrifices and the cost—on Armstrong and on the nation—of one of the 

most dangerous missions in history. 
time 2hrs 22 min 

 
Doors open 7pm for 7:30pm film.  Tickets £3:50   Refreshments available. 

  

BIBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

Reminder - the Parish Council now has a new website with useful information  
http://www.biburyparishcouncil.gov.uk/.  Plus the councillors now have official email addresses set 
up – see website for details. You can contact me, Irena Litton, by emailing 
clerk@biburyparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

District and Parish Council elections are to be held on Thursday the 2nd May 2019.  To be a 
candidate at any of these elections, you must deliver completed nomination papers and supporting 
documents by hand to the Returning Officer at the Council Offices, Trinity Road, Cirencester, GL7 
1PX by 4:00 pm on Wednesday 3 April 2019.  Full information on the elections, including 
nomination papers can be found online at https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/about-the-
council/elections/current-future-elections/ 

The Council had a further meeting with the Gloucestershire County Highways Manager and 
County Cllr Shaun Parsons recently, to consider ways to reduce the speed of the traffic coming 
into the village.  A variety of measures are to be pursued including Gateways at the 40mph zones 
into the village, roads markings, new signs and repairs to existing signs. 

The Council agreed to purchase some I.T. equipment and are considering moving venue for the 
Parish Council meetings from the Village Hall to the School, so wifi can be accessed, enabling 
planning applications and meeting papers to be viewed. 

Finally, several members of the public attended the last meeting to express their concerns with 
regards the planning applications submitted for Glebe House.  The Council debated these 
applications and unanimously agreed to object;  the retrospective proposals do not enhance or 
conserve the Historic or Natural environment of Bibury and could cause significant harm to the 
economic welfare of the village.  The planning response can be viewed online at 
https://www.biburyparishcouncil.gov.uk/ , along with the minutes and details of future meetings. 

 
COVER SKETCH 
Easter is the time for eggs so we thought thisdrawing of Humpty dumpty seemd appropriate.   It 
was drawn by  Alfie Canestra who was 7 at the time of last years Bibury show and won him first 
prize for the 4 - 7 year old section. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claire_Foy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claire_Foy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jason_Clarke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jason_Clarke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyle_Chandler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyle_Chandler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corey_Stoll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corey_Stoll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ciar%C3%A1n_Hinds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ciar%C3%A1n_Hinds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ciar%C3%A1n_Hinds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ciar%C3%A1n_Hinds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Abbott
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Abbott
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_Fugit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_Fugit
http://www.biburyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/about-the-council/elections/current-future-elections/
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/about-the-council/elections/current-future-elections/
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/about-the-council/elections/current-future-elections/
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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

I wish TV had a knob so you could turn up the intelligence.  The one marked brightness doesn't 

seem to work. 

 

COLN CRAFTERS 

We met last month to continue various projects and we were delighted that Jenny Lawrenson from 
Aldsworth Road was able to join us and to show us some of the wonderful rugs she has sewn for 
her various miniature creations. 

We next meet on Thursday 10th April 2 - 4pm in Bibury Village Hall.   Do come and join us for a 
chance to chat and to work on your unfinished craft project. 

 

HEAVENS ABOVE 

Mercury and the Sun and moon are all around Aries this next few weeks causing a restlessness 

feeling.  Mid month the lucky planet Jupiter pops p leading to success for some even love!   But 

when Pluto joins in things and situations will become grounded and stable. 

EASTER 
Easter means the joy of Spring 
When life begins in everything. 
Buds and blossom crown each tree 
New born lambs leap clean and    free. 
The fresh green meadows overflow 
As tiny flowers stretch and grow. 
Each gust of wind and drop of rain 
Bring freshness to the earth again 
We celebrate with eggs and flowers 
An Easter filled with happy hours. 
 
 

BIBURY LITERARY FESTIVAL  -  A thank you 

On behalf of the organisers of BibLit, I would like to say an enormous thank you to everyone who 
helped make the very first festival such a great success. 

We’ll be doing a bigger report on the whole event in the next issue of Village Life, but the editors 
have given me permission to get this in at the last minute. 

I won’t name you all, partly because I have to make this brief to meet the deadline, but also 
because there are so many people, I think Village Life would have to put on an extra couple of 
pages to cope. 

The WI team did sterling work serving refreshments while managing to remain smiling (and 
standing) at the end of a very long day. Then there were the volunteers who helped greet the 
writers, introduce the talks, take tickets and ensure the programme ran smoothly at the church. 
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Finally, there is the organising committee, who have spent months thinking about books, writers, 
logistics, catering and very little else. 

Most of all, however, I would like to thank the people of Bibury. When Anne de Courcy (aka 
Armitage) and I first came up with the idea back in the summer of 2018, we wanted to create an 
event that local people would enjoy. To see neighbours and friends in the audience at the church, 
browsing at the Mad Hatter’s pop-up bookshop, and generally having a nice time made the hard 
work very worthwhile. 

We’re already planning the next BibLit, and have already booked Simon Heffer, Jonathan Aitken 

and Jessica Fellowes to speak. We will be announcing the details at www.biburyfestivals.com. 

 

ROUND AND ABOUT 

We have heard of a couple of incidents of a pair of suspicious men hanging around the 
outbuildings and sheds of Arlington Row as well as some attempted break-ins elsewhere so 
please be vigilant!   Keep your  eyes open and make a note of anything suspicious.  Reputable 
workers or visitors should not mind being challenged or observed by concerned locals. 

On a sadder  note we have heard that Pam from Number 8 The  Bungalows in Arlington has died 
after we think aa short stay in hospital.  We send her condolences to her family and friend.  Our 
own Neil Harvey is still not in the best of health and we miss his input and technical expertise. 

It is good to see Jean Wright  from Arlington walking around the village  following her hip 
operation. We have heard of  several people who have been under the weather of late  some due 
to the  vomiting virus going round and some from the usual winter coughs and cold.   Let us hope 
the warmer spring weather will make them and us feel much better. 

Hasn't it been lovely seeing the catkins on the hazel , the lovely pussy willows and the bright  
daffodils around the villages and lanes.   It makes us aware that the spring equinox has passed 
and Spring is just around the corner !. 

And finally - A Happy Easter to all our readers and helpers! 

 

FROM FURTHER AFIELD 

FRIENDS OF  FAIRFORD AND LECHLADES COMMUNITIES (Reg Charity Ni 1180059) 
For many years the League of Friends of Fairford Hospital has served Fairford, Lechlade and 
surrounding villagers by raising money to fund local support services for the local communities and 
bring health care as close to home as possible.   It will continue to do so for many more years. but 
under the new name of Friends of Fairford and Lechlade Communities.    
 
Apart from the name change  nothing will change it will continue to do what the Friends did and 
continue to be active in the local communities  providing health and social care to those in 
Fairford, Lechlade and surrounding villages.   
 
Any questions - please contact the Chairman Graham Hewitt  at   chair@friendsoffairford.org.uk or 
visit their website www.feeindsoffairford.org.uk 
 
Their annual House to House collection will take place from 1st April to 14th April and your support 
is always appreciated.  If you need further information please contact Christine Barker on 07767 
408409 or email:fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk 
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On April 10th The Arts Society Cotswolds will hold their next lecture called “The Beauty of 
Frames” with Julia Korner.  The lecture will cover a brief history of frames, and how they 
developed across Europe, influenced often by the prevailing architectural style. It looks at how 
they are constructed and conserved, and how a frame can transform a painting and display it to its 
best advantage.  Finally, the talk closes by looking at the materials and tools of the workshop, and 
the techniques that have survived the tests of time. 
Lectures begin at 11.00 at the Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ.  Non-members 
are welcome (suggested donation £10).  For more information see our website  
www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 
 

Hike for Home-Start Cotswolds.  Wednesday 8th May - 9.30am 
Join us for a 10km circular charity walk through the rolling hills of the Coln Valley.  It starts and 
ends at Cripps Barn, near Bibury GL7 5BA. 
£15 walk & refreshments, or £30 for walk, coffee & lunch at Cripps Barn (lunch and venue kindly 
provided by Felicity & Mark Henriques).  
Free parking, dogs on leads welcome. 
For tickets and further info please see : www.home-start-cotswolds.org.uk 
Home-Start Cotswolds is a local charity which recruits and trains volunteers to provide regular support, friendship and 
practical help for parents with young children at home.  
 

http://www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk/
http://www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk/
http://www.home-start-cotswolds.org.uk/
http://www.home-start-cotswolds.org.uk/

